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Evangelism  Conference  slated  for  January 


JACKSON,  Miss.  —  The  2000  Speakers  for  the  first  ses- 
Mississippi  Baptist  Evangelism  sions  at  Ridgecrest  Church, 
Conference  is  designed 


'to  involve  the  total 
church  for  inspiration 
and  challenge  in  reach¬ 
ing  their  community  for 
Christ,"  according  to 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 
(MBCB)  director  of 
evangelism. 

S.A.  "Sonnv"  Adkins 
said  the  Jan.  ll-22  con¬ 
ference  "is  a  time  in 
which  God  speaks  to  us 
to  examine  our  own 
lives,  the  life  of  our 
church,  and  what  we 
can  do  to  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  community 
where  we're  located." 

The  conference  takes 

glace  in  two  locations. 

eginning  at  1:30  p.m. 
on  Jan.  21,  and  running 


Roberts 


sessions  will  take  place 
at  Ridgecrest  Church, 
Madison. 

The  second  location 
will  be  at  the 
Mississippi  Coliseum  in 
Jackson,  neginning  at  2 
p.m.  on  Jan.  22,  for  a 
presentation  of  the 
Christian  musical, 
"God  for  Us." 


Madison, 
include: 

♦  Jerry  Pipes, 
director  of  min¬ 
istry  evange¬ 
lism  for  tne 
North 
American 
Mission  Board 
(NAMB); 

♦  Phil 
Roberts,  vice 
president  for 
the  strategic 
cities  strategies 
group,  NAMB; 

♦  Junior  Hill, 
evangelist  from 
Hartselle,  Ala.; 

♦  Ken 
Weathersby, 
director  of  tfie 
Cecil  B.  Day 
Center  for 
Church  Planting 
at  New  Orleans 
Seminar)'; 

♦  P.J.  Scott, 
pastor  of  First 
Church,  Olive 
Branch; 

♦  Ken  Smith 
of  Ken  Smith 
Ministries,  West 
Columbia,  S.C. 

Musicians 


Y  £ 


Weathersby 


for  the  first  sessions  include 
♦  Steve  and  Becky  Carver, 
music  evange¬ 
lists  from 
Mathiston; 

♦  Greg 
O'Neal,  minis¬ 
ter  of  music, 
Ridgecrest 
Church, 
Madison; 

♦  Bill 
Britton,  minis¬ 
ter  of  music. 

First  Church, 

Olive  Branch. 

As  part  of 
the  1998  Mis¬ 
sissippi  Baptist 
Evangelism 
Conference, 
the  Mississippi 
Coliseum  was 
the  site  for  the 
musical  "God 
With  Us,"  fea¬ 
turing  thou¬ 
sands  of 

Mississippi 
Baptists  in  tne 
choir  and 
orchestra. 

This  year, 

"God  for 'Us" 
will  feature 
3,000-4,000 
singers  from 
over  100  church 


choirs, 

director 


The  Carvers 


said  Graham  Smith, 
of  the  MBCB  Church 
Music  Department. 

People  should  come 
to  the  musical  perfor¬ 
mance  "to  be  able  to 
respond  to  God's  love 
for  us  along  with  oth¬ 
ers  all  across 
Mississippi  and  adjoin¬ 
ing  states  as  we  praise 
the  Lord,"  he  added. 

Smith  estimated 
nearly  200  instruments 
will  be  in  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Symphony  Orchestra, 
whicn  will  perform 
during  "God  For  Us." 

"This  will  be  a  great 
outreach,"  said  Smith, 
"because  some  people 
might  be  willing  to 
come  to  the  coliseum 
who  might  not  come  to 
a  church." 

The  Coliseum  por¬ 
tion  of  the  program 
will  accomodate  deaf 
interpretation. 

For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  the  MBCB 
Evangelism  Department 
at  PO.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530. 

Telephone:  (601)  292- 
3278  or  toll-free  outside 
Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


Youth  Evangelism  Conf.  to  build  on  'Y2K'  theme 


Crenshaw 


JACKSON,  Miss.  —  "Are  You  Ready  for 
Y2K?"  is  the  theme  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Youth 
Evangelism  Conference 
on  Dec.  31,  in  A.E.  Wood 
Coliseum  on  the 
Mississippi  College  cam¬ 
pus  in  Clinton. 

For  the  conference, 

"Y2K"  stands  not  only  for 
the  millennium  but  also 
for  "Year  to  Kare,"  accord¬ 
ing  to  Don  Lum,  youth 

evangelism  consultant  in 
the  Evangelism 

Department  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board 

(MBCB),  which  sponsors 
the  event. 

Lum  said  he  expects  a 
full  house  of  3,200  for  the 
conference,  which  begins 
Lanier  with  registration  at  11 
a.m.  on  Dec.  31,  and  con¬ 
cludes  at  midnight. 

"Our  goal  is 
to  help  teenagers 
realize  Christ 
can  make  a  dif¬ 
ference  in  their 


lives,"  said  Lum. 

The  conference  also 
provides  a  safe  place  for 
teens  to  ring  in  the  new 
year,  he  said. 

Other  aims  of  the 
annual  conference 
include  helping  teens  to 
understand  that  God  can 
use  them  right  where 
they  live,  ana  that  to  be 
used  of  God  they  need  to 
be  walking  with  Christ 


i 


Williams 


and  empowered  by  his 
Holy  Spirit,  Lum  said. 

Conference  speakers 
include  Danny  Lanier, 
evangelist  from  Little  Rock 
(Miss.);  Scott  Crenshaw, 
youth  evangelist  from  San 
Marcos,  Tex.;  and  Jim 
Futral,  MBCB  executive 
director-treasurer. 

Danny  Lanier  is  a  long 
time  evangelist  with  a 


heart  for  teenagers  and  has  been  an  exam¬ 
ple  that  teens  can  follow,  Lum  said. 

Scott  Crenshaw,  though  not  well-known 
in  Mississippi,  has  a  passionate  desire  for 
teenagers  to  realize  they  are  ministers, 
Lum  pointed  out. 


Futral,  who  will  be  the  closing  speaker 
for  the  conference,  is 
known  and  respected 
throughout  the  state  by 
Mississippi  Baptist  lead¬ 
ers,  Lum  observed. 

"We  wanted  our 
teenagers  to  have  the 
opportunity  to  hear 
him,"  he  said. 

Music  leader  will  be 
Kevin  Williams  of  pore 
Clinton,  a  popular  music 

M  leader  for  Youth  Weeks 
at  Gulfshore  Assembly 
in  Pass  Christian. 

Other  personalities  on 
the  program  include  Matt 
Fore,  a  Christian  comedi¬ 
an  from  Hendersonville, 
N.C.;  and  Dennis  Lee,  a 
ventriloquist  from  Dallas. 
Lee,  with  his  "Nana 
pee  Puddin'  Bunch,"  is  a 

Mississippi  youth  favorite 
and  back  by  popular  demand,  Lum  said. 

Cost  is  $5  per  person.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  contact  Lum  at  the  MBCB  Evangelism 
Department,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3278  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 
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tinguished  professional 

basketball  career."  \  I  j—I 

Maybe  all  of  this  wouldn't  \  J  MV 

be  so  ironic,  if  the  same  two  Vv  f  ^ 

legislative  bodies  hadn't  ear-  \  1  \l  l  /  1 

lier  in  the  same  session  \  j/  j  I 

passed  resolutions  proclaim-  f  /  I 

mg  "Chastity  Awareness  \  /  /QQf^otA/l  1 

Week,"  in  Pennsylvania  (HR  \  \  %.  *  r*vs  WW#|^  | 

155  and  SR  70). 

"Chastity  promotes  sexual  self-control,  believe  it  or  not,  the  Senate  is  also  current- 

‘  ’  ?s  ly  considering  a  bill  (SB  877)  to  empower 

the  state  Department  of  Health  to  promote 
the  House  resolution  stressed.  chastity  education  "as  part  of  a  compre- 
Abstaining  from  sexual  activity  is  the  hensive  abstinence  program." 

1 ;  Some  would  argue  tnat  we  can  honor  the 
znancy,  sexually  transmitted  diseases,  abilities  of  a  man  like  Wilt  Chamberlain  sep- 
related  emotional  trauma...,"  the  arate  from  his  personal  peccadilloes,  and 
ate  resolution  pointed  out.  that  there  is  no  contradiction  in  promoting 

~o  compound  this  tragicomic  hypocrisy,  in  the  same  breath  those  concepts  for  which 
Chamberlain  and  chastity  resolutions  he  stood  in  such  proud  opposition, 
five  mutual  sponsors  in  the  House  and  What  say  your  In  modern  America,  we 
r  mutual  sponsors  in  the  Senate  —  and  can  apparently  have  it  both  ways. 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


for  his  athletic  prowess,  he's  also  remem¬ 
bered  for  his  otf-the-court  antics  with  the 
opposite  sex.  He  fancied  himself  a  ladies'  _  , 

man,  claiming  publicly  that  he  had  slept  self-esteem',  and  self-respect...  and  place: 
with  more  than  10,000  women.  sexual  intercourse  within  the  context  of 

Faced  with  a  withering  attack  at  the  time  marriage, 
from  women's  and  religious  groups  con-  "/  *  „ 

cemed  about  such  braggadocio,  he  simply  only  certain  way  to  avoid  out-of-wedlock 
smiled  and  stixxi  firm  on  his  conquest  count,  pregnancy,  sexually  transmitted  diseases, 
Like  many  men  (and  women)  before  (and  and  related  emotional  trauma...,"  I’., 
after)  him,  Chamberlain  had  become  so  Senate  resolution  pointed  out. 
enamored  of  himself  —  and  so  removed  from  To  compound  tnis  tragicomic  hypocrisy, 
any  sense'  of  morality'  and  honest  values  —  the  Chamberlain  and  chastity  resolutions 
that  he  saw  no  wrong  in  his  sordid  actions.  had  five  mutual  sponsors  in  the  House  and 
Being  equally  sinful  in  the  eyes  of  a  just  four  mutual  sponsors  in  the  Senate  —  and 
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When  is  our  assignment 
God's  people  complete': 

By  Erich  Bridges,  senior  writer 
International  Missio)i  Board 
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or  perfected;  incomplete. 

What  is  our  task  as  God 
pie?  To  love  him,  obey  him  — 
and  proclaim  his  blessed  name 
among  all  peoples  (Matt.  28:19). 

Tlie  church's  primary  task, 
then,  is  a  God-given  missionary 
assignment:  Make  disciples 
among  all  the  nations.  This  task 
belongs  to  every  Christian,  not 
just  missionaries.  The  ways  we 
participate  —  prayer,  volunteer 
service,  short-term  or  career  mis¬ 
sionary  service,  financial  sup¬ 
port  —  may  vary,  but  the  task  is 
for  all.  Until  we  join  God  in  his 
task,  we  are  modern-day  Jonahs 
—  and  modern-day  Ninevehs 
remain  lost  in  darkness. 

We  have  made  great  progress. 
When  William  Carey,  tne  rather 
of  modern  missions,"  left  for 
India  more  than  2tX)  years  ago, 
evangelical  Christianity  had  pen¬ 
etrated  onlv  a  few  people  groups 
outside  Europe  and  North 
America.  Today,  Christian  disci- 

Kles  among  thousands  of  groups 
ave  the  resources  to  evangelize 
their  own  people.  More  than 
4,700  Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
aries  and  an  army  of  short-term 
volunteers  labor  with  millions  of 
international  partners  to  lift  up 
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Longest-serving  missionary  surveys  her  life 


Avenue,  she  said,  made  the 
transition  well. 

"The  first  Sunday  that 
the  doors  of  the  church 
were  open  and  the  dirty  lit¬ 
tle  children  came  in,  there 
was  a  little  girl  that  came  in 
at  11  o'clock.  Her  hair  was 
straggling.  Her  clothes 
were  wrong-side  out, 
because  the  night  before 
there  had  been  fighting  and 
cursing  and  abuse  in  her 
family,"  Adamson  said. 

"And  when  she  came  in, 
one  of  the  precious  old 
women  of  that  beautiful, 
old,  sedate  church  reached 
out  her 


arms  and  said 

are  not  the  good  news.  I  am.  1  'Honey  come  sit  with  me.'" 

will  he  w  i  ■  i  it  i'i;'  im  . '  V 

It  I  '  ft I 

1 1  ■  *  u'-" 

unto  tutu 

That  was  in  November  congregation  for  member 

1950,  the  beginning  of  the  FAITHFUL  SERVANT  —  For  49  years,  Louise  Adamson  has  ministered  to 

ministry  career  of  the  North  thousands  in  the  inner-city  as  a  home  missionary.  She  begat.  ;..  I„„.  . _ .„  .  „ 

American  Mission  Board  s  jn  1 951 ,  and  since  1957  she  has  impacted  thousands  with  the  good  news  of  reach  out  by  becoming  one  of 
longest-term  missionary.  For  jeSus  Christ  in  Atlanta.  (BP  photo  by  Paul  Obregon)  lL~  ‘  ' 

49  years  Adamson  has  minis-  — 
tered  to  thousands  mired  in  the 

Poverty  of  the  inner  city,  first 
ast  St.  Louis  and  since  1957  in 
central  Atlanta. 

Adamson  —  whose  stor 
been  featured  national 
Christianity  Today 


BAPTISTS 


approved  by  the 

;  ;  _ ;  ~  ship.  Later,  Capitol  Avenue 

n  in  East  St.  Louis  continued  its  willingness  to 

the  first  churches  to  openly 

-  accept  all  races  into  its  family. 

attend  Southern  Seminary  in  said,  'I've  called  you  to  foreign  "Women,  men,  and  young 

in  Kentucky,  where  she  received  her  missions  ...  and  jput  you  here  at  people  of  wealth  came  to  work  in 

master's  degree  in  social  work.  their  doorsteps,'*  she  said.  the  inner  city,  and  glorious,  glori- 

She  originally  believed  God  Within  a  few  years,  she  mar-  ous,  glorious  has  been  the  result," 
has  wanted  her  overseas,  but  God  ried  Fred  Propst,  superinten- 

in  had  other  plans.  In  East  St.  dent  of  missions  for  the  East  St. 

/magazine  —  Louis,  she  quickly  heeded  a  Louis  Baptist  Association.  Their  ^ 

gave  an  overview  of  now  God  seminary  professor's  advice  to  ministry  eventually  took  them 

has  worked  through  her  ministry  "begin  with  the  children."  She  to  the  inner-city  slums  of 

during  a  chapel  service  at  the  started  a  kindergarten  at  the  Atlanta,  which  at  the  time  led  f 

North  American  Mission  Board  center  that  was  soon  reaching  the  nation  statistically  in  crime. 

Nov.  16.  She  also  was  honored  100  children  for  three  and  a  half  Through  Capitol  Avenue 
with  the  agency's  Clovis  Brantley  hours  each  morning  —  loving.  Church,  where  her  husband 

Award  for  Outstanding  teaching,  and  instilling  the  was  pastor,  she  began  a  com- 

Missionary  Service,  given  to  two  gospel  in  their  hearts  ancflives.  prehensive  program  of  min- 

church  and  community  mission-  'Those  hungry-hearted  chil-  istries  to  children  and  families  she  said.  "There  became  a  heart- 

aries  each  year.  This  year's  other  dren  would  memorize  whole  in  the  inner  city.  to-heart,  hand-to-hand  sharing  of 

recipient  has  not  yet  been  chapters  of  the  Bible,  and  they  "When  we  moved  in,  our  the  agape  love  of  God." 

announced.  would  go  home  and  they  would  tires  were  slashed  ....  (W]e  were  On  that  foundation  began  a 

While  attending  evening  col-  share  the  good  news,"  she  said,  threatened,  we  were  shot  at,  ministry  that  Adamson  said  is 

lege  classes  in  Atlanta  during  the  The  work  also  became  a  ful-  because  the  [criminals]  who  still  basically  the  same  today 

1940's  and  working  as  an  office  fillment  of  a  call  she  had  experi-  were  prospering  didn't  need  any  in  overall  purpose  as  when 

manager  at  a  pharmaceutical  lab-  enced  during  seminary  to  for-  missionanes  in  that  community  she  began, 

oratory  by  day,  Adamson  had  her  eign  missions.  In  the  tough  area  to  help  bring  these  people  to  a  The  74-year-old  missionary 
first  exposure  to  the  poverty  of  of  packing  houses  and  animal  new  way  of  life,"  she  said.  lives  not  far  from  the  train  station 

the  inner  city  and  its  residents'  stockyards  where  she  ministered  But  home  by  home,  family  in  Atlanta,  where  she  said  good- 
desperate  need  for  the  gospel,  in  East  St.  Louis,  there  were  13  by  family,  they  began  to  reach  bye  to  her  parents  on  Nov.  13, 

She  left  her  well-paying  job  to  different  nationalities.  "God  people  with  the  gospel  through  1950,  to  begin  her  ministry.  A  few 

broad-based  ministry.  The  days  ago  she  returned  on  the 

church  also  began  to  deal  with  anniversary  of  her  departure, 

the  inevitable  changes  that  "I  went  back  down  to  those 

come  when  a  prosperous  and  railroad  tracks,"  she  said.  "I 

influential  church  begins  to  wept.  And  I  thanked  God  for 

seriously  minister  to  the  poor  the  49  years  that  he  has  sus- 

in  its  community.  Capitol  tained  me." 
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CJ2K  campaign  successful 

ALPHARETTA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  A  national  "Celebrate  Jesus 
2000"  (CJ2K)  advertising  campaign  Oct.  4-31  resulted  in  an 
unprecedented  43,300  calls  to  national  toll-free  response  num¬ 
bers  as  of  Nov.  1.  About  18,000  had  requested  a  free  copy  of  the 
"Jesus"  video  and  203  made  immediate  professions  of  faith. 

"This  campaign  allowed  Southern  Baptists  to  impact  thou¬ 
sands  of  lives  with  the  gospel,"  said  John  Yarbrough,  vice  pres¬ 
ident  for  evangelization  for  the  North  American  Mission  Board 
(NAMB),  which  sponsored  the  effort.  "Local  churches  now 
have  the  opportunity  to  follow  up  many  of  those  who  respond¬ 
ed.  What  a  tremendous  partnership  of  technology  linked  with 
thepersonal  care  and  touch  of  a  local  church." 

Tne  campaign  included  two  television  commercials  on  four 
national  cable  networks  and  the  full  set  of  six  Celebrate  Jesus 
2000  radio  commercials  produced  by  NAMB. 

At  a  cost  of  approximately  $500, 000,  this  was  the  first  nation¬ 
al  campaign  ever  sponsored  hy  the  agency  to  include  a  response 
mechanism  for  viewers  —  NAMB's  Evangelism  Response 
Center.  Through  the  system,  calls  are  routed  to  volunteer  "tele¬ 
phone  encouragers"  who  log  on  in  their  own  homes 

Toby  Frost,  manager  of  event  evangelism  for  NAMB  and  chair¬ 
man  of  the  NAMB's  Celebrate  Jesus  2000  task  force,  said  telephone 
encouragers  were  excited  about  the  opportunities  confronting 
them  as  individuals  literally  called  into  tneir  homes  wanting  to 
know  more  about  a  relationship  with  Jesus  Christ. 


The  widow  of  Missisisppi  Baptist  layman  Owen  Cooper,  and  Gene 
Triggs,  chairman  of  the  agricultural  mission  foundation,  jointly  announce 
the  establishment  of  the  Owen  Cooper  Foundation  to  provide  endowment 
for  the  support  of  agricultural  missions  around  the  world. 


W.  C.  Gann,  director  of  missions  for  Alcorn-Tishomingo  Association, 
announces  his  retirement  effective  Dec.  31.  Gann  has  served  Tishomingo 
Association  since  1963  and  Alcorn  Association  since  1971.  Guy  Culver  of 
Union  Association  has  been  called  to  succeed  Gann. 


James  L.  "Jimmy"  Sullivan,  Mississippian  and  former  pastor  for  First 
Church,  Clinton,  is  unanimously  elected  president  of  the  Tennessee 
Baptist  Convention.  Sullivan  is  a  graduate  of  Tylertown  High  School  and 
Mississippi  College.  He  is  pastor  of  Belmont  Heights  Church,  Nashville. 
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Holidays  can  be  hard  after  loss  of  loved  one 


By  Carl  \1.  Wh;te 

Associate  Editor 


When  death  has  visited  a  family,  the 
normally  bright  and  joyous  time  of  the 
Christmas  season  can  become  a  dark  and 
sorrowful  time. 

Ron  Mumbower,  minister  of  counseling 
at  First  Church,  Jackson,  says  that  while  the 
sadness  of  grief  cannot  be  avoided,  there 
are  things  people  can  do  to  help  negotiate 
the  first  Christmas  after  their  loss. 

Mumbower,  author  of  the  popular 
LifeAnswers  weekly  counseling  column  in 
The  Baptist  Record,  speaks 
^  not  only  from  the  per- 


counselor,  but  want  to  do,"  he  said, 

also  as  a  mem-  Christmas  is  a  time  of 
»  ber  of  the  fra-  traditions,  and  the  death 
>  temity  of  the  of  a  loved  one  may  present  the  opportuni-  the  next  generation.  Grief  is  a  good  time  for 

r  bereaved.  ty  to  establish  a  new  tradition.  passing  down  heritage,"  he  said. 

He  lost  his  "After  my  father  died,  my  mother  did  •  "You  may  think  you  are  going  crazy, 
father  in  an  not  want  to  nave  Christmas  at  home,  which  but  you  aren't.  You  are  grieving,"he 
'  automobile  we  had  always  done,  so  we  had  Christmas  pointed  out. 

accident  just  at  our  house  (in  Clinton),"  he  said.  Mumbower  said  anger  is  often  part  of 

before  Christmas  For  some  people  the  keeping  of  tradition  the  grieving  experience,  especially  during 
seven  years  ago,  is,  in  and  of  itself,  a  comfort.  Mumbower  the  holidays, 
and  his  mother  indicates  there  is  nothing  wrong  with  that.  "I  remember  reading  in  my  mother's  jour- 

passed  away  earlier  "Just  remember,"  he  said,  "if  you  change  nal  how  angry  she  was  (after  her  husband's 
this  year  from  a  tradition  for  this  first  Christmas,  it  doesn't  tragic  death).  She  wrote  things  like,  'Why  did 
reaction  to  treat-  mean  you  can't  go  back  to  the  (old)  tradi-  you  leave  me,  especially  at  this  time  of  year?"' 
ment  for  a  terminal  tion  the  next  year."  Another  frustration  the  bereav  ed  face  at 

illness  —  making  •  Mumbower  encourages  the  bereaved  the  holidays  is  how  to  answer  people  who 
this  the  first  holiday  to  give  themselves  and  others  permission  ask  about  how  they're  doing, 
season  without  to  be  in  grief.  "You  wonder,  't)o  they  really  want  to 

either  of  his  parents  Often  a  surviving  spouse,  parent,  or  know,  or  do  they  just  want  to  hear  that  I'm 
being  alive.  child  will  find  themselves  going  through  doing  fine?' 

"There  is  this  the  motions  of  the  holidays  without  any  "Things  are  supposed  to  be  joyful  and 

strange  sense  of  'I  sense  of  joy.  uplifting,  but  you  are  not.  You  might  want 

more.'  Of  course,  1  "I  don't  want  to  be  misunderstood,  but  it  to  avoid  the  sense  of  celebration  that  is 
on,  but  I  no  longer  is  almost  like  an  out-of-body  experience.  You  associated  with  the  holidays,  but  you  can't 
t  over  the  holidays  don't  know  what  is  really  going  on,"  he  said.  —  it's  all  around  you." 

"  he  said  from  his  "Tears  come  at  the  weirdest  moments,  Mumbower  urged  the  bereaved  not  to 
downtown  Jackson,  and  that's  okay.  You  may  have  to  get  up  avoid  the  season.  Thoughtful,  prayerful 
v  has  to  go  through  sometimes  and  go  to  another  room  for  a  planning  can  help  cope  with  that  first 
"  Mumbower  said,  few  minutes.  You  can  come  back,"  he  said.  Christmas  after  the  death  of  a  loved  one. 


Mumbower 


Holiday 

deadlines 

posted 

Due  to  postal  regulations 
that  limit  The  Baptist  Record 
to  50  issues  per  year,  there  will 
be  no  issue  published  on 
December  30.  All  news  items 
that  have  a  requested  publica¬ 
tion  date  of  December  23  or 
January  6  must  be  received  in 
the  newspaper's  office  by 
December  1 6.  News  items  not 
received  by  the  deadline  will 
appear  in  the  lanuary  1 3  issue, 
or  a  later  issue.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  The  Baptist 
Record  staff  at  (001 )  292-3375 
or  toll-free  outside  Jackson 
(800)  748-1651. 


comprehend,  our  lives  go  on. 

1  think  about  the  lives  of 
those  people  who  have  so 
touched,  blessed,  and  influ¬ 
enced  me  who  probably  nev  er 
knew  they  had  a  significant 
part  in  shaping  my  life  in  the 
Lord.  1  think  of  people  like 
Benny  Lundy,  who  was  willing 
to  take  on  a  group  of  eight  and 
nine  year  old  boys,  and  love  us, 
teach  us,  and  take  us  places. 
Though  he  has  been  with  the 
Lord  over  30  years,  what  he  did 
in  my  life  is  alive  today.  1  think 
of  those  special  teachers  in  col¬ 
lege  who  cared,  encouraged, 
connected,  and  invested  in  me. 
Many  of  them  have  concluded 
the  journey  here  on  earth,  but 
their  works  live  on.  1  think  of 
those  saints  in  churches  where  I 
have  served  who  probably 
knew  ten  times  more  about 
modeling  their  Christian  faith 
than  they  did  about  debating  it. 
Now,  for  many  of  them,  their 
voices  are  silent  but  their  works 
continue  to  speak  loudly.  Then, 
1  think  about  my  parents  who 
lived  with  little  and  died  with 
less,  but  left  behind  the  con¬ 
struction  materials  with  which 
a  quality  life  can  be  built. 

No,  l  am  not  my  own  daddy, 
nor  am  I  my  own  son,  but 
thanks  be  to  God,  I  have  the 
privilege,  in  Christ,  to  live 
beyond  myself. 


Living  Beyond  Myself 


Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 
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Miss.  State  star  QB  carries  right  attitude  in  game 

STARKVILLE,  Miss.  (BP) 


are  ranked  in  the  Top  25.  Wyatt's  five  two-a-day  team  practices  two  years  ago, 
years  at  Mississippi  State  coincide  w'ith  star  running  back  Keefer  McGee 
the  resurgence  of  the  program.  It  is  an  ath-  drowned.  The  shaken  team  was  forced  to 
letic  and  spiritual  resurgence.  The  word  consider  life  in  terms  of  eternity. 
"character'7  often  flows  from  the  mouth  of  "A  lot  of  things  were  already  going  on 
coach  Jackie  Sherrill.  spiritually,  but  that  became  the  catalyst," 

"Five  years  ago,  we  didn't  have  much  Humphrey  said.  "That's  the  thing  that 
character  on  our  football  team,"  helped  us  turn  the  corner.  It  made  every- 

Humphrey  said.  "But  over  the  last  four  body  stop  and  think." 

years  we've  been  able  to  get  a  lot  of  kids  It  was  a  perspective-building  experi- 
who  have  character,  and  we've  got  a  lot  of  ence,  a  sobering  reminder  of  priorities, 
kids  involved  in  Bible  studies  who  have  Priorities  truly  aren't  hard  to  keep,  Wyatt 
then  developed  character."  said,  if  you  focus  on  Christ. 

Humphrey  and  Wyatt  say  that  trans-  "One  thing  that's  really  cool  about  con- 
lates  to  success.  centrating  on  having  a  personal  relation- 

"I  think  it  has  everything  to  do  with  ship  with  God  and  putting  him  first  is  that 
success  on  the  field,"  Wyatt  said.  Neither  everything  else  falls  into  proper  perspec- 
Wyatt  nor  Humphrey  are  arguing  that  tive,"  Wyatt  said.  "Football,  school,  it 
God  favors  the  Bulldogs  over  another  takes  its  proper  place.  When  1  have  tough 

team  because  they  have  a  lot  of  Christians,  times  ana  I'm  not  doing  well,  what  helps 

but  they  contend  that  the  players  perform  me  is  that  I've  never  doubted  whether 
better  because  their  priorities  are  right.  God  has  control  of  my  life  and  whether 
"When  you  enter  that  relationship  with  I'm  letting  him  lead,  because  I've  made 
him  [Jesus  Christ],  he  teaches  you  things  that  decision.  It's  settled.  So  when  bad 
that  are  going  to  make  you  successful  things  happen,  I  just  remember  that  God 
wherever  you  go,"  Wyatt  said.  "Like  how  is  in  control." 

to  be  spiritually  and  mentally  tough,  how  He  stays  ready,  ready  for  a  comeback, 

to  get  tne  big  picture  and  see  further  down  Said  Wyatt,  ‘'\  just  really  feel  the  last 

road.  Over  tne  past  several  years,  we've  two  or  three  weeks  I've  had  has  been  a 
just  had  a  spiritual  revival.  There  are  so  reward  from  God  for  hanging  in  there  and 
many  guys  on  the  team  that  arejust  start-  keeping  a  good  attitude.'5 
ing  to  realize  that  living  the  life  God  wants  Reprinted  by  permission  from 
us  to  live  should  come  before  football."  Crosswalk.com,  an  Internet  Christian  web- 
Part  of  that  spiritual  revival  was  site  featuring  news,  sports  and  numerous 
sparked  by  tragedy.  At  the  beginning  of  other  resources  at  www.crosswalk.com. 


Legacy  building  after  golfer's  tragic  death 


COLUMBIA,  Md.  (BP)  —  people 
The  legacy  of  golfer  Payne  and  vi 
Stewart  will  continue  to  affect  own  pi 
players  and  fans  for  many  1  ivoul 
years,  predicts  a  chaplain  on  that  hi 
the  Professional  Golfers  Moody 
Association  (PGA)  tour.  that  is 

Larry  Moody,  who - 

has  been  counseling 
pro  golfers  since  1981, 
said  in  an  interview 
Nov.  30  he  plans  to 
meet  the  week  of  Dec. 

6  with  two  PGA  mem¬ 
bers  who  have 
expressed  a  desire  to 
accept  Jesus  as  their 
Lora  and  Savior. 

Those  decisions  fol¬ 
lowed  Stewart's  death  ^ 
in  a  chartered  jet  crash  T* 

Oct.  25  —  and  the  jr 
resulting,  internation- 
al  attention  focused 
on  his  memorial  ser- 
vice  at  First  Church  in 
Orlando,  Fla. 

Many  others  are  open  to  have  a 
spiritual  discussions  and  are  not  a  n 
taking  a  closer  look  at  their  The 
own  relationship  with  Christ,  a  real 
said  Moody,  president  of  famous 
Search  Ministries.  (Although  "bullet 
Search  Ministries  has  an  out-  80  yea 
reach  to  the  PGA  tour,  the  Since 
organization  emphasizes  dis-  home 
cipling  business  and  profes-  chapla 
sional  people.)  they  r 

Moody  said  the  death  of  they  ar 
NASCAR  driver  Davev  ‘  \  Cc 
Allison  in  a  helicopter  crash  player: 
several  years  ago  stirred  a  The  r 
revival  among  racecar  dri-  was  n 
vers.  He  said  he  expects  simi-  Jesus  C 
lar  effects  on  the  PGA  tour  in  Moodv 
the  coming  year.  *  'Yes." 

"As  far  as  conversations  of  Thai 
an  in-depth  nature,  where  tunitie 


means  to  have  a  personal  what  Jesus  I 
relationship  with  the  Savior  "Wear  th 
during  a  plane  ride  a  number  want,  but 
of  pro  golfers  took  from  embrace  thi 
Houston  to  Orlando  in  a  experienced 
break  amid  the  Tour  by  acceptin 
Championship  to  attend  Sav  ior,  weai 

- .  Stewart's  memorial  reminder  to 

service  at  First  others  may 
Church,  where  love  as  well 

Stewart,  his  wife,  and  After  joii 
two  children  had  been  1981,  Stev 
attending.  through  r 

Part  of  Moody's  Among  then 
f  counseling  during  the  why  God  a 
aftermath  of  that  ser-  to  die  and  th 
vice  has  been  making  felt  despit* 
\  sure  people  under-  goals  and 
3  stand  the  centrality  of  championsh 
*  a  relationship  with  A  networl 
■Kg!  Jesus.  the  golfer  t< 

,  For  example,  some  Among  ther 
5®gBI  placers  who  don't  Robert  Frah 
Sujf&rl  believe  in  Christ  have  among  the  s 
been  wearing  W.W.J.D.  the  crash,  ar 
(What  Would  Jesus  Azinger,  wh 
Do?)  bracelets  like  the  with  cancer 
one  Stewart  publicly  donned  "He  wou 
last  April.  Moody  said  these  with  Paul  ar 
players  assume  they  can  trv  in  Paul  that 
to  live  like  Jesus  even  though  Moody  said 
they  don't  know  him.  continue 

The  chaplain  addressed  Azinger  [si 
that  issue  during  a  mid-  had  given 
November  memorial  service  treatment  — 
for  Stewart  for  students  and  land  of  the  1 
faculty  of  Southern  Methodist  land  of  the  c 
University.  The  school  gave  land  of  the  c 


Stewart 
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James  R. 
Moseley 
dies  at  73 

WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)— 
James  R.  Moseley,  Southeastern 
Seminary's  physician  for  the 
past  three  decades,  died  at  his 
home  in  the  early  morning 
hours  of  Nov  25  from  heart  fail¬ 
ure.  He  was  73. 

Moseley,  a  former  mission¬ 
ary  to  Nigeria,  Africa,  had 
served  as  Southeastern's  physi¬ 
cian  since  1969.  Funeral  ser¬ 
vices  were  held  Nov.  28  at 
Wake  Forest  Church,  Wake 
Forest,  N.C.,  where  he  had 
been  a  member  for  many  years. 


Wayne  Oates, 
pastoral  care 
pioneer,  dies 

LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (ABP)  — 
Wayne  Oates,  a  pioneer  in  the 
field  of  pastoral  care  and 
counseling,  died  Oct.  21  in 
Louisville,  Ky. 

Oates,  82,  taught  1948-74 
at  Southern  Seminary  and 
then  at  the  University  of 
Louisville  School  of 
Medicine.  He  ^vrote  nearly  60 
books  in  a  50-year  career  as 
an  author  and  professor. 

He  was  one  of  the  first 
scholars  to  advocate  using 
principles  of  psychiatry  and 
psychology  in  ministry,  open¬ 
ing  the  door  for  what  became 
an  established  field  known  as 
pastoral  care.  He  remained 
one  of  the  foremost  experts  in 
the  field  until  his  death. 

"He  always  kept  pastoral 
care  grounded  in  theology 
and  the  Bible,"  said  Andy 
Lester,  a  former  student  who 
teaches  pastoral  theology  and 
pastoral  counseling  at  Brite 
Divinity  School  at  Texas 
Christian  University. 

"There  are  many  who 
would  thank  Oates  for  hold¬ 
ing  the  field's  feet  to  the  fire 
of  biblical  and  theological 
roots  and  relevance." 


Yoi  Can  Respond  Ri<;ht  Now  ! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord.  1  admit  that  1  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  1  want  forgiveness  for  my  sins 
anti  freedom  from  eternal  death. 

(I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith.  I  invite  Jesus  Christ 
into  my  life.  From  this  time 
on.  I  want  to  live  in  a  loving 
relationship  with  him. 

(I  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him.  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  who 
believe  in  his  name  (John  1:12). 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


Baptist  College  News 


Gambling:  a  violation  of  Biblical  principles 


Work  is  related  to  creativity.  It 
is  sharing  in  God's  activity  in  the 
world.  Tnus  the  type  of  employ¬ 
ment  whereby  a  living  is  gained 
must  agree  with  the  purpose  of 
God  and  must  form  a  part  of  the 
world's  needed  work.  Some 
forms  of  work  may  be  socially 
and  morally  degrading  and, 
therefore,  inconsistent  with  the 
divine  intention  of  human  good. 

It  is  through  work  that 
humans  also  express  their 
essential  being.  God  is  a  worker, 
and  we  are  to  work  (John  5:17). 

Excerpted  from  the  pamphlet, 
Biblical  Insights  on  Gambling'' 
map  be  purchased  from  The  Ethics 
and  Religious  Liberty  Commission, 
of  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention,  at  a  cost  of  .22  cents 
each.  Call  (615)  244-2495  to  order. 


selves  to  him  (2  Cor.  8:5).  Thus 
the  discharge  of  stewardship 
begins  in  the  surrender  of  self 
to  the  sovereign  will  of  God. 
From  that  inward  dedication 
we  move  to  the  sober  and 
grateful  handling  of  our  stew¬ 
ardship  in  economic  matters 
(Luke  12:42-48;  Matt.  25:14-46). 

The  Bible  indicates  certain 
uses  of  money  or  property 
which  are  in  accord  with  the 
intention  of  God.  Money  may 
be  used  to  provide  for  our  basic 
needs  (2  Thess.  3:10),  support 
one's  family  (1  Tim.  5:8),  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  Lord's  work  (1 
Cor.  16:1-3),  meet  human  needs 
(Eph.  4:28;  2  Cor.  9:6-15),  give  to 
the  poor  (John  13:29),  and  pay 
taxes  (Matt.  22:21;  Rom.  13:7). 

Such  conscientious  handling 
of  one's  resources  precludes 
gambling.  There  is  ground  for 
wise  investment  of  one's  wealth 
with  a  hope  for  a  sensible  return 
(Matt.  25:14-30),  but  this  can 
hardly  be  used  to  sanction  gam¬ 
bling  risks.  The  injunction  to 
"lay  up  for  yourselves  treasures 
in  heaven''  invites  the  most 
careful  attitude  toward  expendi¬ 
tures  of  any  kind  (Matt.  6:19-21). 

Particularly  reprehensible  are 
those  attempts  to  gain  property 


and  poor  nutrition 
in  Mississippi. 

The  wall  is 
scheduled  to  be 
dedicated  on 
February  14  at  the 
Jackson  Medical 
Mall.  Families, 
friends,  and 
groups  interested 
in  helping  to  cre¬ 
ate  the  permanent 
memorial  should 
contact  Our 
Brother's  Keeper 
at  (601)  362-9095, 
or  the  Garrotts  at 
(601)992-1816. 


Jennifer  Garrott  on  1993  mission  trip  to  India 


More  than  8,000  Southern  Baptist  congregations  now  trust 
Church  Mutual  for  property,  liability,  workers’  compensation 
and  commercial  auto  insurance  advice  and  protection. 


The  Office  of  Continuing  Garrett  Rec 
Education  at  Mississippi  Mountain 
College  will  offer  Real  Estate  under  the 
courses  scheduled  to  begin  in  Jones,  will 
February  of  the  2000  Spring  adaptations 
semester.  Also,  offered  in  the  Christmas  n 
Spring  semester  will  be  the  will  make  a 
Senior  Adult  Education  during  the 
Program  (age  55  or  above).  This  685-4/71  e: 
program  allows  senior  adults  to  information 
register  and  attend  selected  aca¬ 
demic  courses.  The  School  of 
Business  announces  the  annual 
start  of  the  innovative  accelerat¬ 
ed  prerequisite  program  that 
allows  students  to  complete 
prerequisites  for  the  master  of 
business  administration  degree. 


At  no  cost  or  obligation  to  you,  we  ll  conduct  an  on-site 
analysis  of  your  buildings  and  activities,  then  recommend  a 
plan  designed  specifically  for  your  church.  Compare  our  plan 
with  your  present  insurance  program. 

You’ll  find  out  why  more  churches  trust  /-■  •  A 

Church  Mutual  than  any  other  insurance  villi  IT  lj  A 

company  in  the  nation.  Call  today.  MlltUdlfl 
800-554-2642  www.churchmutual.com 


Safety  First. 

And  Second. 
And  Third. 


Blue  Mountain  College  will 
present  its  first  annual  "Blue 
Mountain  College  Christmas 
Extravaganza"  on  Dec.  9.  in 


Valley  Gas  Company 


Matthew  10:27  NAS 


What  I  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light;  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the 


December  9,  1 999 


HouseTops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Office  of  Communication 


1  <9  <9  &  Family  Celebration  of  Christmas 


The  Christmas  season  is  such  an  important  time  in  the  life  of  the  church  and  the  individual  Christian.  In  the  last  issue  of  Housetops  we 
provided  the  first  two  of  five  Christmas  devotionals.  This  issue  includes  the  last  three.  We  hope  these  will  enrich  families  as  they  seek  to  keep 
Christ  at  the  center  of  the  Christmas  season. 

For  your  own  complete  set  of  these  devotionals,  you  may  phone  Peggy  Powell  at  601-292-3299,  or  1-800-748-1651 . 


Second  Sunday  Before  Christmas  -  December  12 

Wreath.  If  using  a  wreath,  light  three  purple  candles. 


Sunday  Before  Christmas  -  December  19 

Wreath.  If  using  a  wreath,  light  the  three  previously  lit  purple  can¬ 
dles.  Light  either  the  fourth  purple  candle  or  the  pink  one,  depending 
on  which  your  family  chose  to  have. 


Have  a  family  member  read  Jeremiah  31 :31  -34 


Jeremiah,  whose  unhappy  task  it  was  to  warn  the  Israelites  of  the  dis¬ 
aster  which  would  be  brought  about  as  a  result  of  their  own  sins,  was 
also  permitted  to  be  the  announcer  of  the  future  New  Covenant.  The 
Old  Covenant,  which  God  had  made  with  their  ancestors,  had  been 
dependent  upon  their  following  the  terms  of  the  agreement.  If  they 
remained  faithful  to  Him,  all  would  go  well  with  them.  The  problem  is 
that  we  are  all  inclined  to  follow  our  own  wills  instead  of  being  faithful  to 
Him,  and  so  we  are  in  need  of  a  Savior. 


Have  a  family  member  read  Numbers  21 :5-9 


The  Israelites  were  having  a  hard  time  in  the  desert.  They  missed  the 
comforts  of  Egypt,  the  ready  food  and  water,  and  they  were  sick  of  manna!  Instead  of  being 
grateful  to  God  for  delivering  them  from  Egypt  and  taking  care  of  them,  they  complained. 

Because  of  their  rebellious  hearts,  God  sent  serpents  among  them.  Everyone  who 
was  bitten  by  a  serpent  died.  This  was  a  symbol  of  judgement  for  their  sins. 

When  Moses  lifted  the  brass  serpent,  everyone  who  looked  at  it  lived.  The  lifting  up  of 
the  brass  serpent  is  a  picture  of  Christ's  sacrificing  Himself  for  our  sins. 

Head/.  Have  a  family  member  read  Hebrews  9:1 1-15  and  10:16-17. 

Head.  Have  a  family  member  read  John  3:14-15  and  John  12:32. 

We  are  so  blessed  to  be  on  this  side  of  Christ’s  first  coming!  We,  who  have  put  our  trust  in  Him, 

belong  to  the  New  Covenant,  or  Testament.  Jesus  came  as  a  tiny  baby  at  Christmas  so  that  we  The  purpose  for  His  coming  was  to  take  upon  Himself  the  sins  of  everyone  who  would 

would  no  longer  be  under  the  Law,  the  Old  Testament  way  of  doing  things,  but  under  Grace.  trust  in  Him.  Son  of  Man  was  a  title  that  Jesus  used  for  Himself.  It  comes  from  Daniel  7:13,  and 

Because  we  have  the  Holy  Spirit  within  us,  the  Lord  writes  His  laws  on  our  hearts.  Because  of  refers  to  the  Lord's  Messiah  or  Anointed  One.  Jesus  is  clearly  saying  that  He  deliberately  came 

Jesus,  He  remembers  our  sins  no  more!  The  amazing  thing  about  all  this  is  that  God  not  only  did  into  this  world  to  sacrifice  Himself  so  that  those  who  believe  in  Him  will  never  die. 
all  of  this  for  us,  He  patiently  waits  for  each  of  us  to  receive  Him.  How  can  we  comprehend  that  the  God  of  the  universe  humbled  Himself  to  become  a 

f  tiny  baby  for  the  purpose  of  sacrificing  Himself  for  us?  It  is  such  a  great  act  of  love.  We  can 

never  be  thankful  enough! 

JAoke  Guide  your  children  to  create  out  of  clay  or  draw  a  picture  of  a  brass  ser¬ 
pent  on  a  pole  and  a  picture  of  a  cross.  The  serpent  on  the  pole  is  a  beautiful  picture  of  God's 
Silent  Night.  Holy  Night #91  (Baptist  Hymnal).  Let  each  family  member  choose  a  loving  provision  and  the  cross  reminds  us  of  the  forgiveness  we  receive  when  we  trust  in  Jesus. 


JvlaKe,  Work  with  your  children  to  make  two  tablets  out  of  clay.  These  represent  the 
Law  of  the  Old  Testament.  Then,  work  together  to  make  a  cross  of  clay.  This  represents  the  New 
Testament  of  Grace  under  Christ. 


hymn  for  you  an  to  sing  together 


O  Little  Town  of  Bethlehem  #86  (Baptist  Hymnal).  Sing  lots  of  other 


I,  thanking  God  for  His  unbelievable  gift  of  Himself.  Because  He  loves  us  so  much, 
a  way  for  us  to  be  reconciled  to  Him.  All  we  have  to  do  is  believe! 


Christmas  caroTs  together. 


thanking  God  for  loving  us  enough  to  provide  us  with  an  escape  from  our 


own  sinfulness^a  baby  named  Jesus! 


P  I  Christmas  Eve  or  Christmas  Day 

Wreath.  If  using  a  wreath,  light  all  four  previously  lit  candles  and  also  the  white  or  Christ  candle  in  the  center. 

1  Head.  Have  a  family  member  read  Isaiah  12:1-2. 

God  is  our  salvation!  This  passage  speaks  of  a  future  time  in  which  God  will  provide  salvation  for  His  people.  We  will  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  not  be  afraid.  The  Lord  is  not  only  our 
strength,  but  also  our  Song.  He  has  not  only  provided  for,  but  has  become,  our  salvation! 

Head.  Have  a  family  member  read  Luke  1 :46-55. 

This  is  Mary's  beautiful  Magnificat,  which  means  song  of  praise.  This  is  a  joyous  song  of  praise  and  thanksgiving  pounng  out  of  a  pure  heart.  In  her  praise  and  thanks  to  God  for  His  promise 
of  a  Savior,  Mary  repeats  Isaiah's  prophetic  song  of  thanksgiving  to  God  for  providing  a  Savior  for  His  people. 

We,  who  have  been  given  this  precious  Gift,  also  have  the  privilege  of  praising  God  and  thanking  Him  for  His  Son,  who  has  become  our  Salvation.  What  better  way  to  celebrate  His  coming 
than  to  thank  our  God  for  sending  Him.  and  to  remember  why  He  did! 

JViake.  Help  your  children  to  draw  a  picture  of  the  baby  Jesus,  or  to  make  out  of  clay  a  model  of  Jesus  in  a  manger. 

Sivig  Joy  to  the  World! #87  (Baptist  Hymnal).  Singing  is  a  wonderful  way  to  praise  God  and  to  enjoy  fellowship  with  each  other!  Sing  a  lot  of  carols  together! 

Pnuf  .  thanking  God  for  His  amazing  loving-kindness  to  us  by  sending  Jesus  as  a  baby  to  become  our  Salvation!  How  can  we  be  anything  but  joyful  in  the  presence  of  this  Song? 


A  State¬ 
wide 
ministry 
PROJECT 
FOR 

Acteens 

AND 

Youth  on 
Missions 
Groups 

Mississippi  Acteens  have  an  incredible  opportunity  to 
participate  in  a  state-wide  ministry  project  beginning  in 
^Aarch  2000.  CROSSWALK  is  a  year  long  event  designed  to 
promote  awareness  of  Acteens  and  challenge  teenagers  to 
missions  involvement.  It  will  provide  opportunities  for 

Acteens  and 
those  they 
involve  to  lead  in 
a  community  min¬ 
istry  that  models 
what  they  think 
Jesus  would  do  if 
He  were  to  visit 
their  community. 
CROSSWALK  is 
based  on  Luke 
9:23,  "If  anyone 
would  come  after 
me,  he  must  deny 
himself  and  take 
up  his  cross  daily 
and  follow  me." 

To  sign  up  for 
CROSSWALK, 
please  contact 
your  AREA 
COORDINATOR 
(please  do  not  call 
the  state  office  to  register).  She  will  send  you  additional 
information  including  a  CROSSWALK  Event  Report  form. 
Please  complete  that  information  and  send  it  to  her  with 
pictures,  etc.  when  your  project  is  complete. 

Crosswalk  2000  is  sponsored  by 
Mississippi  Woman  s  Missionary  Union. 


Area  Coordinators 


Yvonne  Taylor 

AREA  5 

344  Wildcat  Bottom  Road 

Liz  Harper 

Red  Bank,  MS  38661 

2237  Woodland  Place 

(662)851-7331  (home) 

Florence,  MS  39073 

(662)  252-4371  (work) 

(601)845-3380 

AREA  2 

AREA  6 

Dana  Pickens 

Kathy  Pearce 

1033  CR  206 

PO  Box  689 

Blue  Springs,  MS  38828 

Decatur,  MS  39327 

(662)  534-8057 

(601)635-3880 

AREA  3 

AREA  7 

Glenda  Braswell 

Liz  McGraw 

PO  Box  573 

PO  Box  1460 

Boyle,  MS  38730 

Woodville,  MS  39369 

(601)843-9611 

(601)888-3255 

AREA  4 

AREA  8 

Ann  Stone 

Melinda  McGregor 

Route  1  Box  359 

202  Moss  Lane 

Mantee,  MS  39751 

Petal,  MS  39465 

(662)  456-4440 

(601)582-9725 

AREA  9 
Donna  Sauls 
10  Virginia  Drive  Lot  2 
Poplarville,  MS  39470 
(601)  795-2148  (home) 
(601)982-5281  (work) 


Lift  High  The  Cross 

Mississippi  Baptist 
State  Evangelism  Conference 

January  21-22, 2000 
Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church,  Madison 
Mississippi  Coliseum,  Jackson 


SCHEDULE 

Friday  -  January  21, 1:30  p.m. 

Welcome  Prayer . Phil  Walker 

. Pastor,  Ridgecrest  Baptist  Church 

Worship  Leaders . Steve  and  Becky  Carver 

Message  . Jerry  Pipes 

Praise /Worship  . Steve  and  Becky  Carver 

Message . Phil  Roberts 

Praise/ Worship  . Steve  and  Becky  Carver 

Message . Junior  Hill 

Friday  -  6:30  pm 

Welcome  /Prayer . . . Ed  J.  Deuschle 

. Consultant,  Evangelism  Department 

Worship  Leader . Greg  O'Neal 

Message  . Ken  Weathersby 

Worship /Praise . Greg  O'Neal 

Message . Ken  Smith 

Saturday  -  January  22, 9:00  am 

Welcome /Prayer . Don  Lum,  Consultant 

. Evangelism  Department 

Worship  Leader . Bill  Britton 

Message  . P.J.  Scott 

Praise/ Worship . Bill  Britton 

Message . Ken  Smith 

Praise/ Worship . ;..Bill  Britton 

Message . Junior  Hill 

Call  to  The  Cross 

Saturday  -  2:00  pm 

"God  For  Us"  . Mississippi  Coliseum 

Graham  Smith 
Director,  Music  Department 


For  more  information  please  contact  Robin  Keels, 

State  Crosswalk  Coordinator  ot  (601)  292-3322  or  (800)  748-1651. 


For  more  info,  call  601-968-3800 
or  1-800-748-1651 


William  Carey  College 
January  15 
2-7  p.m. 

*  Missionaries  *  Basketball 
♦  Music  •  Testimonies 
*  Cheerleaders 

2:00  Registration  and  campus 
tours 

3:00  Program 

4:15  Snack,  break,  etc.  _ 

5:00  Game  time 


Veacorc  Ministry  Emphasis . . .  is  a  plan  with  specific  actions  that 
highlight  deacon  ministries  and  involves  deacon  training  and  ser¬ 
vice. 

The  Purpose  Of  Deacon.  Itiphasu  Is  To: 

•  Focus  on  their  biblical  role 

•  Build  team  relationships 

•  Secure  involvement  in  mini>trie-. 

•  Develop  skills  for  ministn 

Deacon  Emphasis  Week  is  scheduled  for  January  9-16,  2000, 
but  a  deacon  ministry  emphasis  may  be  conducted  at  any  time 
during  the  year. 

To  participate,  the  deacons  would  choose  at  least  two  actions  and 
perform  them  during  a  specified  time  (preferably  during  Deacon 
Emphasis  Week).  See  the  possible  activities  listed  in  this 
brochure. 

A  certificate  of  recognition  will  be  presented  to  each  deacon  body 
that  participates. 

For  other  projects  and  information,  contact: 

Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department 
Keith  Gordon,  consultant 
P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 
(601)9^8-3800,  extension  307,  or  1-800-748-1651 


Church _ 

Contact  person 
Daytime  phone 

Address  _ 

City _ 

No.  people _ 


_Assoc. 


_ State  _ 

x  $7.50  =  $ 


Make  check  to  MBCB  and  send  to  GA/Acteens  Campus  Days, 
WMU  Office.  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 

For  more  info  call  the  State  WMU  Office 
1-800-748-1651  ( in  state)  or  601-292-3316 


$7.50  (includes  basketball  game,  meal,  program,  and 
limited  insurance) 


>T» 


CHURCH 


PASTORAL 


MINISTRIES 


DEPARTMENT 


BAPTISTS 


CHURCH  BUSINESS  .  ■  .  .  c  ■  ■  ,  ■ , ,  . 
ADMINISTRATORS  ;  - 

ADMINISTRATION  > 

CONFERENCE  :  PASTORAL 

February  3,  2000  .  ministries 

First  Baptist  Church,  Madison  BL  department 

h  ■gP' 

*  “  I  m 

We  Can't  Administer  What  We  °  “jc  0 

Don't  Have  *  I  c 

We  Must  Administer  Rightly  =>  BAPTISTS 

What  We  Do  Have  " _  ’ 

Theme:  Administration  and  Leadership  G  ,J  1  0  E  *  E  A  D 

of  Financial  Resources 

Purpose:  To  provide  information  and  challenge  to  church  leaders  on 
*  the  administration,  leadership,  and  resources  of  church  finances  with  a  bibli¬ 
cal  basis  being  strongly  emphasized. 

Target  Audience:  Pastors,  administrators,  treasurers,  financial  committees, 
deacons,  trustees 

Registration  Fee:  $10  (includes  lunch  at  the  church) 

Sponsored  by: 

Church  Administration-Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  MBCB 
Metro  Baptist  Association,  Jackson 

Stewardship  and  Cooperative  Program  Department,  MBCB 
Call  601-968-3800  or  1-800-748-1651  for  more  information. 


yCAs- . .  December  1 0  -  January  6,  2000 

Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  968-3800,  Ext.  3904  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-800-787-PRAY 
^Prayers  Influence  on  'Evangelism 

-A  church  that  strides  to  evangelize  its  community  Without  saturating  its  efforts  in  prayer 
is  Like  a  race  car  triVer  that  Jumps  into  a  car  at  the  starting  line  ant  bis coVers  that  the  tank 
has  not  been  fillet  With  gas." 

— Qeorge  'P>ama 


Ask  Cod  to  give  home-based 
intercessors  an  extraordinary 
burden  and  real  to  pray  for  the 
10  million  lost  people  in 
Bangkok,  Thailand.  Pray  that 
thousands  of  these  lost  Thais  will 
hear  and  accept  the  life-changing 
truth. 


Pray  that  a  number  of  churches 
in  Mississippi  will  agree  to 
become  prayer  partners  with  the 
churches  in  Ukraine  who  have 
partnership  volunteer  teams 
going  to  help  them  plant  church- 


in  'Evangelism  That  'VJorks 


Missionary  Barbara  Rivers  holds 
evangelistic  teas  in  Guayaquil, 
Ecuador,  and  several  women 
have  prayed  to  receive  Christ. 
Pray  for  their  spiritual  growth 
and  development. 


Pray  for  the  Baptist  personnel 
who  are  ministering  to  the 
refugees  in  Manado,  Indonesia. 
Many  had  to  flee  from  the  North 
Maluku  Islands  because  of  the 
violence.  Also  pray  for  peace 
and  reconciliation  for  the  people 
of  this  area. 


Pray  for  Baptist  representatives  as 
they  do  door  to  door  witnessing 
every  Saturday  in 
Novocherkassk,  Russia.  Ask  Cod 
to  bless  the  seeds  of  the  gospel  in 
the  hearts  of  students  that  they 
will  bear  fruit. 


Please  pray  for  Baptist  represen¬ 
tatives  to  Ukraine,  lerry  and  |o 
Meeks,  whose  oldest  son,  25,  was 
killed  in  an  accident  in  October. 
They  plan  to  return  to  Ukraine  in 
January. 


A  young  man  began  attending 
church  in  the  village  of 
Amoussime,  Togo,  in  December 
1 998,  but  his  father  has  forbid¬ 
den  him  to  continue.  Pray  for 
the  salvation  of  this  young  man 
and  his  father. 


Pray  for  the  one  billion  Muslims 
of  the  world.  Ramadan,  the 
Muslim  month  of  fasting  and 
prayer,  began  on  Dec.  8.  Ask 
Cod  to  answer  the  prayers  of  His 
people  by  revealing  lesus  to  seek¬ 
ing  Muslims  around  the  world. 


Bill  Brown  is  a  national  mission¬ 
ary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.  Pray 
for  the  first  group  of  students 
who  are  involved  in  the  Church 
Planting  Program  of  Southeastern 
Seminary.  Pray  that  they  will  be 
able  to  be  deployed  in  the  spring. 


Pray  for  divine  wisdom  for  jour¬ 
neyman  Edward  Elder  as  he 
spends  mid-November  through 
mid-December  working  among 
the  Sui  people  of  Surin  Province 
of  Thailand.  Pray  that  he  can 
concentrate  fully  on  his  language 
learning  and  develop  great  skill. 


Pray  for  the  physical  needs  of 
each  of  the  Sam  burn  Baptist  lead¬ 
ers  in  Kenya,  which  come  from 
just  living  in  a  semi-arid  land. 

Pray  that  they  will  grow  strong 
spiritually  during  times  of  physi¬ 
cal  suffering. 


Preparations  are  being  made  to 
translate  a  Christian  movie  enti¬ 
tled  "Cod's  Story"  into  the  Susu 
language  of  Guinea.  Pray  that 
Cod  will  provide  all  the  neces¬ 
sary  people  and  equipment  for 
the  translation. 


Please  lift  up  the  Baptist  pastors 
of  Dar  es  Salaam,  Tanzania. 

Many  are  looking  for  work  out¬ 
side  of  their  pastorate,  in  order  to 
provide  for  their  families  finan¬ 
cially.  Pray  that  the  lord  will 
provide  jobs  for  them. 


In  October,  missionaries  Al  and 
|udy  Gary  in  Guadeloupe,  French 
West  Indies,  began  new  work 
among  professionals  in  Abymes. 
Twenty-one  people  were  present 
at  the  first  gathering.  Give  thanks 
for  the  opportunity  to  minister 
among  this  group. 


Missionaries  ministering  among 
the  Hausa  of  Nigeria  ask  you  to 
pray  that  they  will  be  able  to  look 
beyond  the  beliefs  and  religion  of 
the  people  and  truly  hear  their 
heart  needs.  Pray  that  that  will 
then  respond  with  the  Cod-given 
words  and  actions  needed  to 
meet  those  needs. 


f*ray  for  plans  that  are  underway 
to  begin  production  of  the 
"Jesus"  film  in  several  indigenous 
languages  of  Guatemala. 


Please  pray  for  a  young  business¬ 
woman  in  ChengDu,  China,  who 
will  be  called  "Rainbow."  She 
made  a  profession  of  faith,  but 
now  says  that  she  is  not  sure  she 
wants  to  be  a  Christian  right  now. 
She  wants  to  focus  on  making 
money  and  wait  until  she  is  50  to 
serve  Christ. 


Four  Baptist  churches  in 
Altamira,  a  city  of  about  65,000 
people  located  along  the 
Transamazon  Highway  in 
Equatorial  Brazil,  are  seeking  to 
reach  out  to  the  lost.  Pray  that 
the  Mission  in  the  Independent  II 
neighborhood  of  Altamira  will  be 
strong  enough  to  organize  into  a 
church  by  2000. 


Missionaries  Paul  and  lanet 
Rohde  are  praising  the  Lord  for 
the  renewal  of  Grace  Baptist 
Church.  With  the  faithfulness  of 
five  members  who  began  to  pray 
and  reach  out  to  the  community, 
three  young  men  are  willing  to 
preach  and  teach.  Pray  that  the 
church  and  its  leaders  will  remain 
faithful. 


Despite  the  atheistic  influence  in 
China,  Christ  is  present.  It  has 
been  estimated  that  as  many  as 
60  to  100  million  believers  meet 
each  week  to  worship.  Pray  that 
the  1 .1  biflion  people  who  have 
not  yet  heard  a  dear  presentation 
will  have  an  opportunity  to  hear 
in  the  near  future. 


Thank  God  for  His  wonderful 
miracles  that  not  only  meet  an 
immediate  desperate  need,  but 
also  proclaim  His  miraculous 
power  to  the  lost. 


For  Youth  Evangelism 
Conference,  Mississippi  College 
(Evangelism).  Pray  that  the 
expected  Y2K  computer  problem 
will  not  be  as  bad  as  predicted 
hut  an  opportunity  for  Christians 
to  witness. 


We  must  enter  the  21st  century 
on  our  knees.  Pray  for  efforts 
underway  to  produce  a  copy  of 
the  Scriptures  that  is  especially 
designed  to  be  "user-friendly"  for 
followers  of  a  world  religion  in  a 
country  where  the  authorities  are 
antagonistic  toward  the  Bible. 
Pray  for  the  health  and  security 
of  all  involved. 


It  is  estimated  that  men  represent 
only  20  percent  of  the  church 
population  in  Suriname.  Pray 
that  the  lord  will  open  the  hearts 
of  unsaved  men  to  the  gospel. 


In  Macau,  there  are  over  60 
churches  of  various  denomina¬ 
tions.  They  will  be  joining 
together  for  a  major  evangelistic 
emphasis  in  the  city  before  the 
December  20th  handover  of 
Macau  to  China.  Pray  that  the 
Lord  would  bless  these  efforts 
and  make  them  effect  he  in  bring 
mg  people  to  Christ. 


A  Djimini  v  illage  chief  in  Cote 
D'Ivoire  heard  the  gospel 
preached  at  a  funeral  service  and 
placed  his  faith  in  lesus  Christ. 

He  is  the  only  known  Christian  in 
his  village.  Pray  that  his  confes¬ 
sion  of  faith  will  be  respected  by 
others  in  his  village. 


Pray  for  believers  in  Shen  Yang, 
China,  to  develop  a  desire  for  the 
Bible,  to  promote  their  under¬ 
standing  of  God,  and  to  stand 
against  the  many  heresies  and 
cults  constantly  attacking  the 
church. 


Pray  for  the  Lighthouses  of  Prayer 
across  America.  A  Lighthouse  is 
a  gathering  of  one  or  more  peo¬ 
ple  in  Jesus'  Name  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  paying  for,  caring  for 
and  sharing  lesus  Clvrist  with 
their  neighbors  and  others  in 
tlveir  sphere  of  influence. 


3-84 

MR.  DAVID  COLLINS 

3326-E  Farragut  St.,  Hollywood,  FI.  33021 

Parents:  Charles  &  Suzanne,  General  Evangelism 

SERVE  IN  CARIBBEAN  BASIN  BUSINESS  MANAGEMENT 


10-84 

MISS  LINDSAY  HEARN 
BP  1353,  Lome.  TOGO 

Parents:  James  &  Brenda,  GENERAL  EVANGELISM 


15-81 

Mr.  Aaron  Massey 
871 1  Echo  St.,  El  Paso.  TX  79904 
Parents:  Gregory  &  KarenPrint  Media 
SERVE  IN  MIDDLE  AMERICA 


4-85 

MR.  DAVID  JOHNSTON 

Caixa  Postal  2053  Jockey,  64.049-970  Teresina,  PI.  BRAZIL 
Parents:  Vincent  &  Sharon,  CONFERENCE/ENCAMPMENT 


6-85 

MR.  SETH  BUSH 
B.P.  15,  Kenieba.  MALI 

Parents:  Karl  &  Lena.  COMMUNIS  OUTREACH 


15-79 

MISS  DEEANN  BOOTH 

233  Stonecastle  Drive.  Brandon,  MS  39042-8072 
Parents:  Jim  &  Edith  Ann.  Language  Pastor  (Deaf) 


7-85 

MR.  ADRIAN  MARTIN 

C.C.  637,  5500  Mendozo,  ARGENTINA 

Parents:  Ashury  &  Hope.  GENERAL  EVANGELISM 


21-90 

WILLIAM  HUTCHINSON 
P  O  Box  2376,  Sere  Kunda.  The  Gambia 
WEST  AFRICA 

Parents:  Michael  &  Lynn.  CHURCH  PLANTERS 


Take  a  moment  to  send  a  card 
to  encourage  the  children  of 
our  missionaries! 


8-97 

MISS  MARIANNA  MOSS 

Str.  Barbu  Urleanu  Nr.  18.  Et.2.  Apt.  5.  Sector  5,  Bucuresti,  ROMANIA 
Parents:  Clay  &  Vicky.  Volunteer  Coordinator 


BEWARE  DECEPTION 


chambers  to  believe  it  not,  for 
he  will  come  in  the  clouds  of 
Heaven  with  power  and  great 
glory.  Beware  of  the  antichrist 
who  will  show  wonders  that  if 
it  were  possibly  would  deceive 
the  very  elect. 

Arlo  McReynolds 

Baldwyn 


observed  nor  had  it  been  repeat¬ 
ed.  Creation,  on  the  other  hand, 
was  observed  by  God  (Gen.  1-2) 
and  angels  (Job  38:4-7)  and  will 
be  repeated  (Rev.  21:1).  Evolution 
can  not  explain  the  origin  of  ener¬ 
gy  or  matter.  Creation  does. 

Geneticists  have  proved, 
contrary  to  evolutionary  theo¬ 
ry,  each  species  has  a  different 
DNA.  It  is  genetic  develop¬ 
ment,  such  as  found  in  agricul¬ 
tural  breeding  practices,  which 
give  us  hardier  insects  and  bac¬ 
teria.  In  fact,  bacteria  have  been 
proven  to  have  intelligence, 
again  contrary  to  evolution. 

The  fossil  record  is  inade- 


2uate  evidence  for  evolution  or 
reation.  There  are  no  fossils  of 
any  links  between  species. 
However,  fossils  have  confirmed 
a  worldwide  deluge  (Gen.  6-8). 
The  geological  column,  layers  of 
earth  which  mark  the  geological 
eras,  has  not  been  found  to  exist 
anywhere  on  earth  except  the 
papers  and  imagination  of  men 
(Gen.  8:21). 

Evolution  is  bad  theology  for 
it  attacks  the  integrity  of  the 
Bible.  It  denies  what  God 
declares  -  that  he  created  in  six 
days  and  that  the  sentence  of 
death  is  due  to  man's  sin.  Any 
form  of  evolution  requires 
death  ages  before  man  existed. 

Rom.  1:18-22  warns  of  some 
dangers  in  rejecting  God's 
Creation  truth.  As  we  see  the 
increased  ridicule  of  Biblical 
truths  and  the  acceptance  of  anti- 
God  theories,  we  see  proportion¬ 
ately  an  increase  in  such  sins  as 
sexual  immorality  and  violence, 
and  the  approval  of  the  same. 

For  further  reading  I  recom¬ 
mend  Gen.  1-3,  Job  38-41,  John 
1:15,  and  Rev.  22:18-19. 

Alice  Talley 
Columbus 


Editor: 

Nowadays  most  people  are 
concerned  about  the  return  of 
Jesus  and  many  false  doctrines 
are  abounding. 

Papers  are  claiming  that  he 
will  return  December  31  and 
that  on  Christmas  day  the 
moon  will  turn  to  blood.  No 
man  knows  the  day  or  the  hour  EVOLUTION:  BAD  SCIENCE 
of  his  return  but  God  only.  And 
some  claim  he  is  on  earth  now.  Editor: 

How  wrong  they  are!  Evolution  is  bad  science. 

The  Holy  Bible  says  if  any-  Even  Charles  Darwin  in  ''Origin 
one  tells  you  he  is  here  or  he  is  of  Species"  expressed  doubts, 
there  or  that  he  is  in  the  secret  Ev  olution  has  never  been 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Winter  Bible  Study 
cartoons  available 


Editor: 

For  the  sixth  year,  I  have  pre¬ 
pared  a  set  of  cartoons  to 
accompany  the  Winter  Bible 
Study  which  is  1  and  2 

Thessalonians - 

this  vear.  These  "  LO'R’P,  t 
are  free  for  the  U>C€  TH6 
asking,  but  we  EPfgCrWE 
request  a  $2  con-  ACH»eN»e 
tribution  to  our  AFFUCTlC 

cPh“7hn  r,  rg“  piuiiiii 

ex  and  BIH111 

The  cartoons  TjliBjjflm1' 

are  self-explana- 
tory  and  work 
best  when  i 

copied  onto  - 

transparencies  1  111 

for  use  with  an - -  (ft 

overhead  pro-  — :_S 

jector.  W 

Write  to  the  fm  r - 

Baptist  Church,  Ml 


P.  O.  Box  1357,  Kenner,  LA 
70063 

Joe  McKeever,  pastor 
First  Church 
Kenner,  La. 


Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 

328  Southgate  Court,  Brentwood.  TN  37027 

Call  Today  /onn\  Q7 1 


LifeWay  Discount 
1 5  passenger  vans 
We  buy  used  buses 
www.carpenterbus.com 


AT  YOUR  LOCAL  CHRISTIAN  MUSIC  STORE.  OR  CALL  1-800-844-1200 


Since  1953 


Available  in  20'  to  37’  models 
<12  to  47  passengers.  New  &  Used) 


For  booking  or  promotions: 

CLIFF  BROWN  MANAGEMENT  401-294-1601 


/■> 


Just  for  the  Record 


GRAND  EUROPE  &  PLAY 


EUROPE  DELIGHTS  &  PLAY 


SCANDINAVIA 


GRAND  ALASKA 


MEMPHIS,  Tenn 

Baptist  Memorial 
Care's  Pastoral 
"  R  Department  reeentl v  unv  eiled 

two  new  nativitv  scenes 
ipm  ’ *  f  "  the  campuses 

,  .flU  Memorial  Hospital-Meclical 
{Jt$j  *  Center  and  Baptist  Memorial 

v*®'  cJfe  CJ  Hospital-East.  The  life-si/ed 

'  ’  provided 

k  through  the  Pastoral  Care 

i-^BSr  Endowment  Fund, 

to 

"*sVPP*fB9  and  services  that  exemplify 
B  Christ's  ministry.  The 

|  Pastoral  Care 

employs 

urch,  Monticello  272  volunteer  chaplains.  For 

more  information  on  the 
GAs  of  Carmel  Church,  Pastoral  Care  Department, 
Monticello,  held  a  recognition  visit  www.baptistonline.org 
service  Nov.  18  to  present  the  or  call  (901)  227-5475. 
girls  with  the  badges  they  had  ~ 


Bethesda 
Health  Church, 
Care  Terry,  had 
1  ground  break- 
on  ing_  services 
Baptist  Tor  an  educa¬ 
tional  build¬ 
ing.  Marty 


Wilson,  pas¬ 
tor,  is  pictured 
with  the  new 
building  com- 
m  i  t  t  e  e  , 

grounds  committee,  and  be  appearing 

finance  committee.  Grove  Churc 

•  Dec.  12  at  f 
Geraldine  and  Ricky  will  Blanchard  is  pastor. 


Bethesda  Church,  Terry,  ground  breaking 

at  Wheeler 
Corinth,  on 
I  p.m.  Kara 


earned  over  the  past  two  j| 
years.  Pictured  (first  row)  are  tg 
Misty  Johns,  Gina  Neal,  * 
Breanna  Hear,  Becky  Satterley,  * 
and  Alex  Yeatman.  Second  r 
row,  Kim  Merritt,  Shaina 
Johnson,  Alicia  Johns,  and 
Ashley  Rushing.  Third  row, 
Whitney  Cox,  Randa  Hearn, 
GA  leader  Selena  Dunn, 
Ashley  Delaughter,  Bradi 
Boutwell,  and  Mandy  Dunn. 

GAs  of  Temple  Church, 
Hattiesburg,  helped  cele¬ 
brate  fedora  Bailey's  100th 
birthday  on  Nov.  6.  The  girls, 
led  by  Kathy  Mason,  GA  ^ 
director,  presented  Bailey 
with  cards  and  balloons. 
After  the  girls  sang  several 
older  hymns,  including  her 
favorite.  Amazing  Grace,  Bailey 
said,  "I've  had  so  much  fun, 
I'm  going  to  have  another 
birthday  next  year!" 


Pleasant  Grove  Church,  Shannon,  recently  held  a  recognition 
service  for  its  GAs.  The  girls  that  earned  level  5  and  level  6  charms 
(pictured)  are  Brittany  Collins,  Angel  Parchman,  Jesse  Mason, 
Courtney  Peters,  Nikki  Dew,  and  Brittany  Burelson.  The  leader  is 
Suzy  Collins.  Joe  Holcomb  is  pastor. 


Nativity  scene  at 
Baptist  Memorial  Health  Care 


with  David  Ray 
Everything 
you  want  to 
see  in  ISRAEL  plus 
Great  Pyramids 
Acropolis  •  Corinth 
Mars  Hill  •  More 


Also  features  ( 

BERLIN  •  POLAND  \  3 

SLOVAKIA  •  HUNGARY 
VIENNA  •  CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


20  days  also 
highlight 
RIVIERA 
MONACO 
SUPER  TRAIN 


May  29-June  7 
Spectacular  . 

7  night  CRUISE  ( 

KENAI  •  ANCHORAGE 
ESKIMO  VILLAGE  •  More 


$1949 


July  17-31 
First  -Class 

WHITE  CLIFFS  f 

OF  DOVER  ' 

BELGIUM 

HOLLAND  •  DOLOMITES 
ALPS  •  RHINE  CRUISE 


Steeples  & 
Baptistries 


'  Most  X 
mrals  alst 
inciudea 


INSIDE  PASSAGE 
CRUISE  •  JUNEAU 
SKAGWAY  •  ALASKA 
HWY  •  VALDEZ 
VICTORIA  •  More 


from  the  world  t 
l*9«tm«iufKtu’t'of 
fdwrpju  church  product! 

•  Widows 

•  lighted  W*  •  laptnt'y 

CfOtm  NNttrt 


Call  or  wrtr  for 
our  *rw  catalog 


aooutaw 

>0  Bet  IMC 

Hndr-ujr  «  1M1  MO 


May  19-31 
with  Jim 
&  Joy  Yates 
DENMARK  •  FJORDS 
NORWAY  ‘  SWEDEN 
Lowes!  price  in  years! 


ACROSS  CANADA 
ON  THE  TRAIN 
Toronto 
Winnipeg 

Edmonton  •  Calgary 
CANADIAN  ROCKIES 


$1799 


GAs  of  Temple  Church,  Hattiesburg 


Church  Buses 

#1  Manufacturer 
Competitive  Pricing 


7  nt  ROUTE  / 

OF  GLACIERS  \ 

CRUISE  •  WILDERNESS 
TRAIN  •  MT  MCKINLEY 
MATANUSKA  •  More 


with  R.L.  & 

Beth  Sigrest 
NORMANDY 
BEACHES 
BRITTANY  •  PARIS 
CHATEAUX  COUNTRY 
First  -Class 


Southeastern  Bus  Co 
Clinton,  MS 
1  -800-423-9826 
t -601 -924-1 982 


See  exciting  previews  at 


All  Sizes 

Sales  and  Rentals 


Travel  Expo  2000 

January  29  in  Jackson 
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Just  for  the  Record 


Christmas  Programs 


Acteens  of  Liberty  Church, 
Union  Association,  recently 
held  its  StudiAct  recognition. 
Attendants  (pictured,  from 
left)  are  Clara  Beth  Watson, 
Marlee  Sappington,  HannatT 

Rusnt4+7 - ftteoh —  Pilcher, 

MacKensey  Stout,  and  Seth 
Taylor.  Acteens  receiving 
awards  (from  left)  are  Emily 
Fitzgerald,  Queen  with 
Scepter;  Christy  Murrah,  Kellie 
Pickens,  and  Jenny  Tate, 
Queen  Regent  and  Queen 
Regent  in  Service;  Amanda 
Barton,  Queen  with  Scepter;  and 
Samantha  Huffstatler,  Queen 
with  Scepter  and  Queen  Regent. 


Acteens  of  Liberty  Church,  Union  Association 


Children's  Bible  Drill  participants  of  New  Liberty  Church, 
Scott  Association 

New  Liberty  Church,  Scott  (kneeling,  from  left)  are  Brand 
Association,  had  14  youth  par-  McCurdy,  Amanda  Renfr 
ticipate  in  Bible  E)rills  this  year.  Leann  Crapps,  Candice  Smi 
They  competed  in  associational  and  Jay  Anthony;  (standing)  f 
drills.  Nine  advanced  to  State  McCurdy,  Morgan  Wells,  Bt 
Drills  in  Brandon.  Pictured  (front  Rhinewalt,  ana  Kayla  Cra 
row)  are  Lindsey  Turner,  Deana  Not  pictured  were  Caleb  Bro’ 
Crane,  Kaleb  Smith,  Rheannan  and  Cassie  Neal.  Paul  Smith 
Crane,  Lexi  Thompson,  Brandi  pastor.  Karen  Smith  and  Vi 
Bates,  and  Dusty  Smith;  (back  Bates,  leaders. 

row)  Matthew  Smith,  Luke  ^ _ _ 

Thompson,  Adam  McCurdy,  _  V 

Mack  Crapps,  Brad  Bates,  and 

Jessica  Turner.  Not  picture  is  J"* 

Jason  Bates.  Paul  Smith  is  pas- 

leaders. 


The  family  of  Ed  Gandy,  for¬ 
mer  pastor  and  director  of  mis¬ 
sions  for  Alcorn  Association, 
has  established  a  scholarship 
in  his  memory  for  ministerial 
students  at  Mississippi  College. 
Contributions  may  be  sent  to 
Mississippi  College,  Office  of 
the  President,  P.  O.  Box  4001 , 
Clinton,  MS  39058. 


The  seven-member 
group.  Glory,  of  Holly 
Bluff  Church,  Holly 
Bluff,  has  presented 
programs  at  several 
churches  throughout 
I  Yazoo  County  and  sur¬ 
rounding  areas. 

Members  of  the  group 
pictured  (from  left)  are 
Rachel  Langley, 

Kathryn  Hudson, 
Georgia  Goodman,  and 
Anna  Leigh  Goodman; 
(back  row)  Jamie 
Hudson,  Floyd 

Coghlan,  and  Crystal 
Coghlan.  Glory  is 
directed  by  Lydia 
Goodman  and  Liz 
Langley. 


New  Liberty  Church,  Scott 
Association,  had  11  children  to 
participate  in  Bible  Drills  this 
year.  All  11  competed  in  associa¬ 
tional  drills  Ten  advanced  to 
state  drills  in  Brandon.  Pictured 


Are  your  seniors  tired  of  v  jmmm 

crawling  over  the  gr*_  R# j 

HUMP’  The  solution  is 
a  1 5-passenger  van 

&  electric  step 

Call  TrvState  Van  &  Bus  Today!  1-800-330-3622 

BUSES!  VANS!  PEOPLE  MOVERS' 


Youth  Bible  Drill  participants  of  New  Liberty  Church 
Scott  Association 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

RATE:  60  cents  per  word,  SO  minimum.  Cash  with  older  except  on  contract  advertis 
ing.  Include  name,  address  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads. 

ONLY  WRITTEN  ADS  ACCEPTED 


Oh  What  A  Love  will  be 
presented  at  Bentonia 
Church,  Bentonia,  Dec.  11  at  7 
p.m.  bv  the  combined  choirs 
of  Bentonia  Church  and 
Hillcrest  Independent 

Methodist  Church,  Forest. 


Church,  Flowood,  on  Dec.  10  Daniel's  Hometown  Christ- 
and  11  at  7  p.m.,  and  Dec.  12  mas  will  be  held  on  the  front  lawn 
at  6  p.m.  of  Daniel  Memorial  Church, 

Jackson,  Dec.  10-12  from  6  to  8 
The  adult  choir  at  Bayou  p.m.  For  more  information,  call 
View  Church,  Gulfport,  will  the  church  at  (601)  376-4112. 

Perform  “Because  of 

ethlehem,"  Dec.  12  at  6  p.m.  The  Dawn  of  Redemption 
"A  Star  is  Born"  will  be  pre-  for  the  1999  Singing  Christmas 
sented  bv  the  children's  cnoir  Tree  at  Morrison  Heights 
on  Dec.  19  at  6  p.m.  Church,  Clinton,  will  be  present- 

- 1  ed  Dec.  10  at  7  p.m.;  Dec.  11  at  7 

a.m.;  and  Dec.  12  at  3  p.m.  Call 
'601 )  925-6434  for  free  tickets. 


FLORIDA  BAPTIST  CHILDREN’S  CUSTOM  STAINED  GLASS  windows 
HOME  Tallahassee  needs  <i  husband-  tor  churches  and  homes.  Stained 
wife  team  to  be  primary  residential  staff  Glassworks,  Inc.  1  -800-603-2970. 
tor  the  girls  home.  Excellent  salary/ben-  NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY, 
efits  Work  for  2  weeks  on  duty,  1  week  INC.  Old  Bibles  rebound.  Also  church 
off.  Come  minister  in  the  lives  of  chil-  bulletins  and  hymnals.  Tor  more  infor- 
rlren1  Call  Pam  at  1-850-878-1458  malion  r  ail  662-453-7424  or  fax  us  at 
CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  662-455-674 1.  Located  at  107  North 
Baptistries,  steeples.  &  stained  glass.  Stone  Avenue,  Greenwood.  MS  389  30 
MS  &  ALA.  1 -800-830-0583.  EAST  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  in 

BRANSON,  MO  CONDO  sleeps  6.  Pensat ola,  Florida  is  searching  for  a  full- 
Stay  3  nights,  4th  night  free  or  stay  5  time  Minister  of  Students  and  Recreation, 
nights  and  2  nights  free.  Free  in  house  Anyone  interested  in  this  position  may 
<  offee  anrhfea.  Free  dinner  tickets  for  send  a  resume  to:  East  Hill  Baptist  Church, 
stays  on  birthdays  or  anniversaries.  Minister  of  Students  and  Recreation  Search 
S  1 00.00  daily.  Register  for  free  return  Committee,  3960  Spanish  Trail,  Pensacola, 
trip  and  3  king  quilts.  601-746-4632.  FL  32504;  Fax  (850)  433-0097;  or  e-mail 
WE  SPECIALIZE  IN  VANS  ehbc@bellsouth.net. 

Featuring  6  to  15  passenger  ORDER  THE  WORD:  The  Bible  from 
vans,  customized  and  panel  26  translations.  Complete  K|V  in  bold 
vans.  Daily  and  weekly  rates,  type  and  lighter  type  under  each  line  is 
Auto  &  Truck  Rental,  lackson  additional  help  from  other  translations 
(601)948-3391.  Since  1965.  without  repeating.  Satisfaction  guaran- 
SEEKING  FULL-TIME  MUSIC/YOUTH  teed.  Deluxe  hardback  $69.95  or 
PASTOR.  Send  resume  to:  First  Baptist  bonded  leather  $89.95.  Mathis  Pub. 
Church,  Attn:  Tammy  Jackson,  P.O.  Box  Inc.,  Box  6685,  Gulfport,  MS  39506 
10,  Norphlet,  AR  71759.  or  call  228-863-6177. 


Celebrate  the  Season  A 
Portrait  of  Christmas  will  be 
presented  at  Flowood 


MS  Positions  Available 


A  Christmas  to  Remember 

will  be  presented  by  the  com¬ 
bined  choirs  of  Branch  Church, 
Morton,  on  Dec.  19  at  5  p.m. 


MUSIC  MINISTRY  POSITION.  Lead  praise  CHURCH  SECRETARY  -  RIDGELAND. 

and  worship  style  congregational  singing.  This  postilion  is  a  staff  secretarial  posi- 
oversee  choirs,  and  direct  pageantyVnusi-  tion  and  includes  receptionist  and  book- 
cals.  Experience  considered.  30's  to  40's  K.  keeping  responsibilities.  Computer 
Send  resume  to:  Bill  Hite,  P.O.  Box  4381,  experience  should  include  Windows, 
Greenville,  MS  38704.  Microsoft,  Shelby,  and  Excel. 

PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  Bookkeeping  includes  checking  account 
Robinwood  Baptist  Church,  Harrison  and  financial  responsibilities.  Salary 
County,  Saucier,  MS.  Send  resumes  to:  package  in  $20's.  Please  fax  resumes  to 
Robinwood  Baptist  Church,  P.O.  Box  601-948-8983. 

580,  Saucier,  MS  39574. 


mochi m baptistries  ^ 

MIOCrfUKE  l/ST'  HEATERS,  PUMPS 

FACTORY  DIRECT 
tou-  ™ee  nationwide 

I-tOO-tSl-0679 

FBERGLASS  BAPTISTRY  CQ 
3511  HIXSON  PK£  •  CHATTANOOGA  TN  37415, 
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Conventions  hold  annual  meetings  around  country 


CONNECTICUT 

HARTFORD,  Conn.  (BP)— 
"New  England  ought  to  be 
known  as  a  birthplace  for  pas¬ 
tors  and  churches"  rather  than 
as  "a  burial  ground"  for  new 
ministry  endeavors,  challenged 
Randy  Fearon.  With  those 
words,  the  Baptist  Convention 
of  New  England's  (BCNE)  pres¬ 
ident  set  the  tone  for  the  17th 
annual  BCNE  meeting,  Nov.  11- 
12  at  New  Welcome  Church, 
Hartford,  Conn. 

Fearon,  pastor  of 
_  Fellowship  Church, 

Hanover,  Mass.,  reflect- 
■Py  ed  on  the  difficulty 

inherent  in  being  a  pas- 
Hy  tor  in  New  England. 

/  "There  have  been 

/  days,"  he  said,  "when 

/  my  burial  plot  has  had 

a  down  payment  made 
on  it." 

During  the  annual 
meeting,  messengers  also: 
•  Honored  Bob  and 
Susan  Brindle  and  Dick  Risas 
who  retire  at  the  end  of 
December.  Brindle  is  the  con¬ 
vention's  missions/evange¬ 
lism  team  leader  who  has 
devoted  33  years  to  various 
facets  of  New  England 
Baptist  work.  Risas  has  been 
director  of  missions  for  the 
Massachusetts  Baptist 

Association  for  16  years. 

Messengers  adopted  a 
$2,764,747  budget  for  2000, 
shortly  thereafter.  of  the  basic  budget  will  be  sent  which  includes,  for  the  third 

Messengers  adopted  a  to  Southern  Baptist  Convention  year,  a  deficit,  next  year  total- 
Cooperative  Program  budget  ministries  in  North  America  mg  $96,782.  The  budget  will 
of  $3,181,130,  a  5%  increase  and  internationally.  In  recogni-  continue  to  send  21%  of 
over  1999.  A  motion  by  Bruce  tion  of  the  75th  anniversary  of  Cooperative  Program  receipts 
Coe,  pastor  of  First  Church,  the  Cooperative  Program  in  to  Southern  Baptist 
Chanaler,  to  continue  the  1999  2000,  the  finance  committee  Convention  national  and  inter¬ 

budget  and  funding  formula  will  consider  next  year  a  five-  national  missions  and  min- 
for  2000  in  light  of  what  he  year  plan  to  increase  the  SBC  istries.  The  budget  includes 
said  is  an  anticipated  decline  percentage  1%  annually,  bring-  one  shared  item,  $17,000  for 
in  churches'  receipts  was  mg  the  total  to  25%.  church  annuity  plan. 


GEORGIA  of  Arizona's  filing  of  a  Chapter 

MACON,  Ga.  (BP)  —  Two  11  bankruptcy  petition  and  con- 
congregations  were  removed  eluded  with  an  offering  for  those 
from  fellowship  by  nearly  left  destitute  by  the  crisis.  In 
2,000-vote  margins  during  the  between,  the  convention  high- 
Nov.  16  session  of  the  Georgia  lighted  "Celebrate  Jesus  2000: 
Baptist  Convention  over  tne  Caring  for  the  Valley  of  the  Sun" 
issue  of  homosexuality.  and  conducted  the  normal  busi- 

The  votes  on  Oakhurst  ness  of  a  state  convention  in 
Church,  Decatur,  and  Virginia-  annual  session. 

Highland  Church,  Atlanta,  fol-  Bill  Agee,  coordinator  for 
lowed  a  constitutional  amend-  "Celebrate  Jesus  2000:  Caring  for 
ment  approved  by  messengers  to  the  Valley  of  the  Sun,"  saia  the 
the  1998  annual  meeting  that  North  American  Mission  Board's 
convention  member¬ 
ship  for  "a  cooperat- 
ing^  dhurch  does  not 

like  same-sex  blessing. 

strategic 

VIRGINIA  focus  on  Phoenix 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  The  next  year  will  require  the 
Southern  Baptist  Conservatives  involvement  of  everyone.  Plans 
of  Virginia's  (SBCV)  executive  call  for  17,000  volunteers,  half  of 
board  voted  unanimously  Nov.  whom  will  be  Arizonans  and 
15  to  accept  Liberty  University's  half  of  whom  will  come  from  out 
invitation  to  submit  two  names  of  state. 

for  election  to  the  trustee  board  of  Steve  Bass,  ASBC  executive 

the  Lynchburg,  Va.,  institution  director-treasurer,  announced  he 
founded  by  Jerry  Falwell  in  1971.  has  asked  the  state  convention 
The  action  essentially  makes  president  to  appoint  a  task  force 
Liberty  University  a  Southern  to  emerge  a  vision  map  strate- 
Baptist  institution,  said  Doyle  gy  for  our  convention."  The  10- 
Chauncey,  executive  director-  12  member  task  force,  whose 
treasurer  of  the  Richmond-based  membership  will  be  approved 
Southern  Baptist  Convention  of  by  the  ASBC  executive  board's 
Virginia.  The  agreement,  howev-  administrative  team  and  the 
er,  does  not  convey  any  financial  state  convention  vice  presidents, 
support  from  the  SBCV  or  the  will  have  a  two-fold  task: 
national  Southern  Baptist  •  to  develop  a  Convention- 
Convention,  Chauncey  said.  wide  vision,  with  an  accompa- 
In  a  letter  of  congratulations  nying  mission  statement  and 
to  Falwell,  Southern  Baptist  key  priorities,  and 
Convention  President  Paige  •  to  propose  any  structural 
Patterson  wrote:  "For  the  great  or  constitutional  changes  need- 
Liberty  University  to  be  a  part  ed  to  support  the  vision, 
of  our  Southern  Baptist  Zion  The  task  force  will  address 
and  a  part  of  one  of  tne  greatest  the  issue  of  how  agency  board 
church-planting  movements  in  members  are  elected.  Currently, 
modem  history  through  the  the  Committee  on  Boards, 
Southern  Baptist  Conservatives  which  is  appointed  by  the 
of  Virginia  is  an  answer  to  Committee  on  Committees, 
prayer  for  us  all."  Patterson  also  solicits  recommendations  for 
is  president  of  Southeastern  board  members  from  Arizona 
Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.  Southern  Baptists  at  large  and 
In  other  action  the  board  from  the  agencies  themselves, 
approved  the  relocation  of  the  The  ASBC  constitution  pro- 
SBCV's  corporate  headquarters  vides  that  "if  persons  other  than 
just  a  few  hundred  feet  from  its  those  suggested  by  the  agency 
current  location  in  Glen  Allen,  or  commission  are  selected  by 
Va.  After  Jan.  1,  theSBCV's  new  the  Committee  on  Boards,  such 
address  will  be  4101  Cox  Road,  decision,  along  with  qualifica- 
Suite  100,  Glen  Allen,  Va.,  23060.  tions  of  pcrson(s)  selected  to 


defeated,  133-244. 

In  presenting  the  budget, 
Scott  barber,  chairman  of  the 
ASBC  executive  board's  finance 
committee,  explained  that  the 
budgeting  process  involves 
determining  "priorities  among 
priorities."  For  2000,  the  com¬ 
mittee  chose  to  focus  on  leader¬ 
ship  and  families. 

Twenty  percent  of  the  basic 
budget  —  the  same  percentage 
as  in  1999  —  and  18%  of  funds 
received  in  excess 


Mower,  Ph  D. 
wf  Counseling 
i n  il.  Jackson 


ARIZONA 

FLAGSTAFF,  Ariz.  (BP)— The 
71st  annual  session  of  the 
Arizona  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (ABSC)  opened  with 
word  of  the  Baptist  Foundation 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  UfeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  PO.  Box  5 30,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief. 
Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  crisis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Family  Bible  Series 

Time  of  testing 

Matthew  4:1-14 


Lynn  Jones 


The  most  dreaded  words  in 
the  classroom  are,  "Take  out  a 
sheet  of  paper  and  clear  your 
desk."  Tnose  words  are  the 
unmistakable  sign  of  a  "pop 
test."  The  Christian  life  also  has 
its  unannounced  tests.  They 
come  in  various  forms  and  at 
different  times.  Temptation  is 
such  a  test.  Sometimes  it  comes 
after  high  moments  with  God. 
In  Jesus'  case,  it  came  after  his 
baptism.  Or,  as  someone  has 
said,  "After  the  dove  came  the 
devil." 

No  one  was  with  Jesus  at  the 
time  of  this  testing.  He  must 
have  shared  this  account  with  his 
disciples  in  order  to  help  them  as 
they  faced  temptation  in  their 


own  lives.  It  can  help  us 
as  well. 

Physical  or  spiritu¬ 
al?  (vv.  1-4).  In  tne  first  Jones 
temptation,  the  devil 
approached  Jesus  at  the  end  of  f 
his  forty-day  fast  and  tempted  s 
him  to  turn  stones  into  bread,  s 
This  was  the  temptation  to  use 
his  power  in  a  selfish  way.  Jesus  s 
did  many  miracles  to  help  t 
other  people,  but  he  refused  to  J 
do  any  miracle  to  make  life  t 
more  comfortable  for  himself.  1 

Instead  of  turning  the  stones 
into  bread,  Jesus  said  that  per-  ‘ 
sons  do  not  live  by  physical  ( 
bread  alone  but  by  spiritual  1 
food  which  is  the  word  of  God. 
This  is  a  quotation  from  c 
Deuteronomy  8:3.  Jesus  t 
responded  to  all  three  tempta-  1 


Life  and  Work 

Playing  supporting  roles  in 
the  drama  of  redemption 

Luke  1:26-56;  2:33-40 


By  Michael  Jones _ 

The  word  "servant"  is  one 
that  is  used  frequently  in 
Christian  contexts.  It  is  one 
which  should  be  used  syn- 
onomously  with  being  a 
Christian.  Yet,  do  we  as 
Christians  fully  understand 
what  it  means  to  be  a  genuine 
servant  of  Christ?  We  say  we 
are  "servants"  for  Christ,  but 
how  many  of  us  can  fully  grasp 
w'hat  being  a  serv  ant  involves? 

Mercer  Dictionary  of  the 
Bible  describes  the  idea  found 
in  the  New  Testament  of  ser¬ 
vant  as  this:  "One  who  is  devot¬ 
ed  to  God,  bound  by  covenant 
to  fulfill  the  demands  of  the 


gospel,  and  therefore 
quite  properly  desig-  Jones 
nated  a  slave  of 
Christ."  Devoted,  bound,  and 
slave,  these  are  all  words  which 
describe  a  servant.  Do  they  just 
come  naturally  when  we  accept 
Christ  into  our  hearts?  How  can 
we  become  a  servant  in  Christ? 

In  Luke  chapters  one  and  two, 
we  read  about  the  servant  Mary. 
Through  her  role  as  servant,  we 
can  see  what  God  desires  for  one 
to  become  a  servant. 

Submitting  humbly  (1:30- 
35,  38).  The  angel  appeared  to 
Mary  and  informed  her  of  the 
servant  role  God  desired  of 
her.  It  was  a  specific  calling,  to 
be  the  mother  of  God's  Son. 


tions  by  quoting  from 
the  same  section  of  that 
book.  Perhaps  Jesus  had 
been  meditating  upon 
those  words  of  Moses 
delivered  to  Israel  before 
Israel's  entry  into  the 
promised  land  as  a  way 
of  preparing  himself  to 
enter  into  his  public 
s  ministry.  God's  Word  is  a 
great  source  of  strength 
for  us.  It  is  not  like  cake  — 
saved  for  some  special  occa¬ 
sion.  It  is  to  be  our  daily  bread. 

Presumptuous  or  submis¬ 
sive?  (vv.  5-7).  In  the  second 
temptation,  the  devil  tempted 
Jesus  to  do  the  spectacular.  He 
told  Jesus  to  jump  from  the 
highest  point  of  the  temple. 
Then  the  devil  quoted  Psalm 
91:11-12  to  persuade  Jesus  that 
God  would  not  allow  Jesus  to 
hurt  himself. 

Just  because  persons  may 

Siote  scripture,  does  not  mean 
at  they  are  from  God.  God's 
holy  Word  can  be  used  in 


She  submitted  humbly  to 
this  calling. 

For  us  to  be  servants  of 
God,  the  first  requirement 
is  to  be  willing  to  submit 
humbly  and  to  be  available 
to  his  calling  whereever  he 
might  lead,  from  the  mis¬ 
sion  field  in  some  distant 
country  to  staying  at  home 
and  quietly  serving  in  our 
own  town.  The  key  is  to  be 
willing  and  available. 

As  Christians  we  must  also 
realize  that  we  are  all  called  to 
serve  Christ  in  some  way.  For 
instance,  all  Christians  are 
called  to  tell  others  about 
Christ.  However,  some  are 
called  to  a  specific  task.  It  might 
be  to  be  a  missionary,  a  Sunday 
school  teacher,  or  simply  be  a 
bright  light  in  a  dark  work 
place.  The  important  thing  for 
us  is  to  make  sure  we  are  avail¬ 
able  and  willing  to  submit 
humbly  to  God's  service,  what¬ 
ever  it  might  entail. 

Believing  God  (1:42-45).  In 
this  passage,  Elizabeth  was 


unholy  ways.  Persons  with 
unworthy  motives  can  use  the 
"Sword  of  the  Spirit"  as  a  dag¬ 
ger  that  can  inflict  great  injury. 

Jesus  refused  to  follow 
Satan's  advice.  He  said  that  we 
are  not  to  presume  upon  our 
relationship  to  God  as  being  a 
license  to  live  life  recklessly. 
Always  wanting  to  put  God  to 
the  test  is  not  a  sign  of  faith  but 
of  lack  of  faith. 

Power  or  sacrifice?  (w.  8- 
10).  In  the  third  temptation, 
Satan  carried  Jesus  to  a  high 
mountain  from  which  they 
could  view  the  kingdoms  of 
the  world.  He  said  that  if  Jesus 
would  worship  him  he  would 
give  Jesus  these  kingdoms. 
While  the  kingdoms  ultimately 
belong  to  God,  it  is  true  that 
many  of  them  give  allegiance 
to  Satan  who  is  called  the  god 
of  this  world  (2  Cor.  4:4). 

Jesus  rejected  this  tempta¬ 
tion.  He  said  that  we  cannot 
divide  our  loyalty.  We  must 
worship  and  serve  God  alone. 


used  by  God  to  bless  Mary  and 
to  affirm  her  belief  in  God's 
words.  Elizabeth  blessed  Mary 
and  her  baby  as  she  entered  the 
house  and  later  blessed  her  for 
her  believing  God  would 
accomplish  wnat  he  said  he 
would  do  in  her. 

Believing  God  is  the  next 
necessary  step  in  being  a  ser¬ 
vant  for  Christ.  Mary  believed 
the  angel,  regardless  of  how 
unnatural  it  may  have  seemed. 
We  must  also  believe  God  in  his 
calling  of  our  lives  to  be  ser¬ 
vants.  Our  service  might  be 
something  which  we  feel  we 
could  never  do.  Or,  it  might  be 
a  service  which  takes  us  out  of 
our  comfort  zone  and  chal¬ 
lenges  everything  we  have. 

Believing  on  God's  Word, 
that  he  will  provide  and  accom¬ 
plish  what  he  has  said,  is  what 
gives  us  the  power  to  accom¬ 
plish  whatever  service  God 
desires.  We  must  remember 
God  is  a  faithful  God  and  pro¬ 
vides  for  his  servants. 

Enduring  pain  (2:33-35,39). 


Notice  that  true  worship  leads 
to  service. 

Panic  or  service?  (w.  11-14).  In 

spite  of  Satan's  temptation  and 
tne  danger  that  Jesus  faced  as 
seen  in  tne  imprisonment  of  John 
the  Baptist,  he  began  his  public 
ministry  in  Capernaum.  Fear  and 
insecurity  may  lead  to  panic. 
Faith  leads  to  faithful  service. 

A  father  gave  this  advice  to 
his  teenage  son.  "Son,  don't 
ever  let  Satan  into  the  car  with 
you  because  before  you  know 
it,  he'll  want  to  drive."  Jesus 
never  gave  Satan  any  space  in 
his  life.  This  initial  victory 
established  the  pattern  that 
persisted  throughout  his  life. 

Jesus  won  every  encounter 
that  he  had  with  Satan,  includ¬ 
ing  his  ultimate  triumph  in  the 
resurrection  (Col.  2:15). 
Because  of  Christ's  indwelling 
presence  in  our  lives,  we  too 
can  win  the  victory  over  Satan 
in  the  time  of  testing. 

Jones  is  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Booneville. 


Here,  Simeon  reveals  to  Mary 
and  Joseph  the  destiny  of 
Jesus'  life.  People  would  rise 
and  fall  according  to  their 
response  to  him.  Also,  some 
would  speak  against  him. 
Finally,  Simeon  revealed  that 
Mary  would  pain  to  her  "soul" 
because  of  him.  Mary  had  sub¬ 
mitted  humbly,  believed  God, 
and  now  found  that  as  a  result 
she  was  going  to  have  to 
endure  pain  for  being  a  servant. 

This  is  a  valuable  insight  all 
servants  must  realize,  that  pain  is 
often  a  part  of  service.  In  follow¬ 
ing  God's  call  to  serve,  at  some 
point  there  may  come  a  time  of 
pain  and  suffering.  It  is  here  we 
must  endure  the  pain  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  follow  God 's  leading. 

Mercer  used  the  words 
devoted,  bound,  and  slave  to 
describe  a  servant.  Maybe  bet¬ 
ter  words  would  be  submit, 
believe,  and  endure.  Do  these 
words  describe  you? 

Jones  is  associate  pastor/i/outh 
minister  at  Monticello  Church, 
Monticello. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Live  in  love 

1  John  2:3-11, 15-17 

Carl  M.  White _  impostor  among  the 

100  men  in  uniform 


John  advises  first  centurv 
believers,  and  us,  to  love  God, 
to  love  others,  and  to  reject  the 
love  of  the  world. 

The  test  of  obedience  (vv.  3- 
6).  You  have  heard  the  old  say¬ 
ing,  "the  proof  is  in  the  pud¬ 
ding."  That  is  what  John  is  say¬ 
ing  in  this  passage.  Obedience 
is  the  validation  of  faith.  If 
there  were  a  trial  and  you  were 
accused  of  being  a  Christian, 
would  there  be  enough  evi¬ 
dence  to  condemn  you?  John 
says  that  obedience  to  the  com¬ 
mands  of  God  is  evidence  of  a 
relationship  with  God. 

Consider  the  following 
example.  A  newly  assigned 
officer  was  told  there  was  an 


100  men  in  uniform 
before  him.  How  can 
he  determine  which  is  White 
the  charlatan?  All  he 
has  to  do  is  call  them  to  atten-  v 
tion  and  then  bark  out  the  e 
orders  of  a  military  drill.  The 
one  who  cannot  follow  the  r 
orders  is  the  impostor.  C 

John  goes  on  to  say  that  t 
keeping  the  Word  of  God  in  a 
your  life  has  a  specific  result.  ( 
The  love  of  God  is  perfected  in 
such  a  person.  r 

This  word  translated  in  the  v 
NASB  as  perfection  also  has  the  C 
meaning  of  matured.  In  other 


"The  longer  I  serve  him, 
the  sweeter  it  grows," 
but  also,  the  longer  you 
serve  him,  the  more  his 
love  grows  in  you. 

The  command  to 
love  (vv.  7-8).  John 
points  out  that  love  is  a 
command.  It  is  most 
likely  that  John  is  refer- 
s  ring  to  what  Jesus  said 
as  recorded  in  John  13:34, 
where  he  says,  "love  one  anoth¬ 
er,  even  as  I  have  loved  you." 

The  command  to  love  is  not 
new.  In  the  Old  Testament, 
God  told  the  children  of  Israel 
they  were  to  love  the  Lord  with 
all  their  heart,  soul,  and  might 
(Deut.  6:5). 

What  is  new  is  the  com¬ 
mand  to  carry  that  love  for¬ 
ward  to  include  all  others,  as 
Christ  has  done. 

Recently,  a  group  of  religious 


words,  the  process  of  hearing  officials  in  the  city  of  Chicago 
and  obeying  Christ  has  the  asked  Southern  Baptists  not  to 
result  of  maturing  his  love  in  come  to  their  city  spreading  the 
your  life.  The  Gospel  song  says.  Gospel.  Their  reason?  It  might 


stir  up  hate  crime.  This  illus¬ 
trates  the  world's  view  of 
God's  love.  How  can  it  be  that  a 
group  of  people  motivated  and 
mobilized  by  the  love  of  God 
will  stir  up  hate? 

The  test  of  loving  others 
(vv.  9-11).  Medical  science  has 
various  tests  for  discovering 
the  presence  of  certain  diseases. 
Blood  tests  can  reveal  diabetes, 
high  blood  pressure,  and  infec¬ 
tions.  Urine  tests  can  discover 
kidney  diseases  and  certain 
stomach  disorders.  Wouldn't  it 
be  interesting  if  there  were  a 
physical  test  for  the  love  of  God 
in  a  person's  life? 

John  says  there  is.  The  test  is 
how  a  person  treats  others.  The 

Eerson  who  truly  knows  the 
>ve  of  God  in  their  heart  will 
not  hate,  but  will  instead  try  to 
find  a  way  to  tell  the  lost  about 
Christ.  I'm  not  talking  about 
beating  them  over  the  head 
with  a  Bible,  or  sticking  a 
FAITH  tract  in  their  face,  but 
rather,  getting  to  know  them. 


and  caring  for  them  enough 
until  you  find  out  where  their 
hurt  is.  Then,  as  the  Lord  gives 
opportunity,  sharing  the  Good 
News  of  Christ  in  an  intelligent, 
meaningful  way. 

The  forbidden  love  (w.  15- 
17).  There  are  limits,  even  on 
love.  We  are  commanded  to 
love  the  Lord  our  God,  and  to 
love  others  as  Christ  has  loved 
them.  Yet,  there  is  one  thing  we 
are  commanded  NOT  to  love. 
That  is  "the  world." 

The  world  can  be  summed  up 
as  three  things,  John  concludes. 
The  lust  of  the  flesh,  or  physical 
pleasures;  the  lust  of  the  eye,  or 
material  pleasure;  and  the  pride 
of  life,  or  the  arrogance  that  says 
one  doesn't  need  God. 

Either  of  these  three  are 
shown  by  John  to  be  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  love  of  the 
father.  A  Christian  who  pursues 
loving  others  as  Christ  nas,  will 
avoid  the  love  of  the  world. 

White  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


Patterson:  So.  Baptists  going  to  Chicago 
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Chicago 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)  —Southern 
Baptists  will  move  forward  with  plans  for  an 
evangelistic  and  church-planting  initiative  in 
Chicago  next  year,  Paige  Patterson  respond¬ 
ed  to  the  Council  of  Religious  Leaders  of 
Metropolitan  Chicago  in  a  Nov.  29  letter. 

Patterson,  president  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention  (SBC),  wrote  to  the 
Chicago  religious  leaders,  "Friends,  we 
will  see  you  in  Chicago  armed  with  peace 
on  earth  and  good  will  for  all  men  and 
hearts  full  of  love  for  you  and  all 
the  noble  people  or  Chicago." 

The  council,  whose  mem¬ 
bers  include  leaders  from  the 
Catholic  Archdiocese  of 
Chicago  and  39  other 
Protestant,  Eastern 

Orthodox  and  Jewish  insti¬ 
tutions,  sent  a  letter  to 
Patterson  on  Nov.  27  assert¬ 
ing  that  "hate  crimes"  might 
result  from  a  "Strategic 
Focus  Cities"  initiative  in 
Chicago  next  year  by  the 
SBC's  North  American 
■  Mission  Board  (NAMB),  the 
Chicago  Metro  Baptist 
Association  and  Southern 
Baptist  volunteers  from 
across  the  country. 

At  the  outset  of  the  letter, 
the  Chicago  council  says  it 
"urgently  requests  that  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
v  -  modify  plans  for  sending  100,000 
volunteers  to  seek  converts  in 
Chicago  during  the  coming  year."  At 
the  letter's  conclusion,  the  council  asks 
Baptists  "to  enter  into  discussion  with  us  and 
reconsider  your  plans  regarding  this  matter." 

Among  the  points  made  by  Patterson  in 
his  letter  of  response: 

•  "During  the  lifetime  of  Jesus  and 
throughout  the  history  of  the  early  church. 


religious  leaders  often  opposed  the  witness  only  as  reported  in  the  news  media.) 
of  Jesus  and  His  followers,  but  the  common  •  "In  light  of  letters  communicated 
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people  heard  them  gladly.  The  people  of  through  the  press,  it  is  tempting  to  suspect 
Chicago  will  with  characteristic  friendship  that  it  is  not  so  much  violence  that  you  fear 
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and  hospitality  do  precisely  the  same." 

•  "When  Southern  Baptists  come  to 
Chicago,  we  will  come  as  men  and  women 
of  peace,  committed  as  always  to  absolute 
religious  liberty  for 
every  individual.  We 
will  oppose  all  human 
violence  as  unworthy  of 
the  Prince  of  Peace.  We 
will  raise  the  standard  of 
freedom  from  all  reli¬ 
gious  coercion  and 
intimidation  of  any 
kind.  We  will,  indeed, 
attempt  to  provide  for 
those  in  physical  need,  Patterson 

but  we  wilf  also  point 


but  we  will  also  point 

people  to  the  crucified  and  risen  Lord  Jesus 


that  it  is  not  so  much  violence  that  you  fear 
as  it  is  the  positive  response  of  precious 
souls  to  the  invitation  of  Christ  to  salvation 
and  forgiveness,"  Patterson  suggested  in 
his  letter. 

"You  appear  to  desire  religious  liberty 
for  Bible-believing  evangelicals  as  long  as 
they  agree  not  to  exercise  that  freedom," 
Patterson  continued.  "It  is  but  one  small 
step  from  alleging  that  the  bearing  of  wit¬ 
ness  for  Jesus  results  in  'hate  crimes'  to  the 
allegation  that  such  witness  is  a  'hate 
crime.'  When  the  sad  day  arrives  when 
that  last  small  step  is  introduced,  America 
will  have  forfeited  that  sacred  conviction  of 
liberty  of  conscience  that  motivated  the 
founders  of  this  nation!" 

Meanwhile,  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  released  a  statement  Nov.  29 
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who  said,  'I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the  also  addressing  the  Council  of  Religious 
life,  and  no  man  comes  to  the  Father  except  Leaders  of  Metropolitan  Chicago  s  letter, 
through  me'  (John  14:6)."  "Some  Chicago  religious  leaders  appar- 

•  'Tf  there  is  violence  or  'hate  crimes,'  ently  misunderstand  the  design  and  intent 


through  me  (John  I4:tq. 

•  'Tf  there  is  violence  or  'hate  crimes,'  ently  misunderstand  tne  design  ana  intent 
such  will  not  be  perpetrated  by  Southern  of  Southern  Baptists'  city  outreach  pro- 
Baptists  or  in  any  way  engendered  by  our  grams,"  the  agency  s  statement  noted, 
compassionate  message.  To  the  contrary,  Jim  Queen,  executive  director  of  the  200- 
we  are  much  more  likely  to  be  the  targets  church  Chicago  Metropolitan  Baptist 
of  such  attacks.  Association,  was  quoted  in  the  NAMB 

"Furthermore,"  Patterson  added  in  his  statement  as  saying.  We  are  sharing  Jesus 
response  to  the  Chicago  religious  leaders,  message,  not  a  Southern  Baptist  message, 
"letters  like  the  one  that  you  wrote  to  the  Our  desire  is  to  demonstrate  that 


press,  under  the  guise  of  writing  to  me,  are  Christians  love  and  care  for  the  city  and 
more  likely  the  stuff  from  which  hate  people  of  Chicago. 

crimes  emerge."  In  a  pluralist  society  where  religious 

(The  Chicago  council's  letter  was  freedom  is  valued,  I  don't  think  anyone 
released  to  the  news  media  the  day  it  was  who  understands  our  efforts  would  criti- 
dated,  while  the  copy  to  Patterson  appar-  cize  our  desire  to  talk  about  the  hope  we 
ently  was  simply  placed  in  the  mail.  As  of  have  found  in  Jesus  Christ,  Queen  said. 
Non'.  29,  Patterson's  office  at  Southeastern  "Our  message  is  one  of  love,  not  hate,  and 
Seminary  in  Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  where  he  we  join  people  of  faith  and  good  will  in 
serves  as  president,  had  not  received  the  Chicago  in  condemning  all  violence  target- 
letter,  leaving  him  to  respond  to  the  letter  ed  at  any  faith  group. 


African-American  students  study  opportunties 


Bibliociyher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1999 

PKV  ZA  OZPO  NAPLAOZ  j 

I 

NAIAGAOZ  FPEAQ,  PKV 
EPOZANAOZ  TNHYO  | 
HKOM  SYTA  AOANKPS: 
OZPO  RMOZ  ZA  OZPO 
QMFAOZ  PKV  ZA  OZPO 
NAPLAOZ  UPC  NAXMY1A 
OMEAOZAN. 

XMZK  TMHN: 
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Clue:  N  =  R 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Mark  Four:  Twenty. 


NEW  ORLEANS  (BP)  — 
Clarence  Landry  recently 
decided  to  plant  churches  in 
African  American  communities 
in  the  United  States,  and  the 
need  for  students  just  like  him 
is  overwhelming:  In  Louisiana 
alone,  none  of  tne  38  requests 
for  church  plants  in  African 
American  communities  have 
been  filled. 

The  need  is  greater  still  on 
the  international  mission  field. 
Of  4,850  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  the  field,  only  22 
are  African  American,  said 
David  Cornelius,  an 
International  Mission  Board 
(IMB)  staff  member  who  works 
to  encourage  African 
Americans  to  consider  careers 
in  international  missions. 

"There  is  a  cry  from  the  field 
to  have  more  African 
Americans  on  the  mission 
field,"  Cornelius  said.  "I'm 
often  asked,  'Why  don't  we  see 
black  missionaries?'  When  I 
went  to  Nigeria  [as  a  mission¬ 
ary],  it  took  some  time  to  con¬ 
vince  them  that  I  was  a  black 
missionary  from  America. 
They'd  never  seen  a  black  mis¬ 
sionary." 

Cornelius  and  five  other  lead¬ 
ers  from  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  (SBC)  agencies  visit¬ 
ed  New  Orleans  Seminary 
(NOBTS)  Nov.  9  as  part  of  a 


vocational  ministry  conference 
to  inform  both  African 
American  and  international  stu¬ 
dents  about  the  ministry  oppor¬ 
tunities  through  the  SBC. 
African  American  leaders  from 
IMB,  the  North  American 
Mission  Board  (NAMB), 

Woman's  Missionary  Union 
(WMU),  LifeWay  Christian 
Resources,  WMU,  and  the 
Louisiana  Baptist  Convention 
were  on  hand  to  encourage 
almost  100  of  these  students  in 
their  ministry. 

"We  have  a  lot  of  students 
come  through  our  seminary  for 
a  theological  education  who 
don't  know  what  ministry 
opportunities  are  out  there," 
said  Ken  Weathersby,  director 
of  the  Cecil  B.  Day  Center 
(Nehemiah  Project)  for  Church 
Planting  and  tne  first  African 
American  professor  to  join  the 
NOBTS  faculty.  "They  didn't 
know  we  had  these  people  in 
the  SBC.  It's  important  for 
these  students  to  see  national 
leaders  of  their  descent  to 
encourage  them." 

Robert  Wilson  of  the  North 
American  Mission  Board 
addressed  students  on  the  his¬ 
tory  of  African  American 
involvement  within  the  SBC,  as 
well  as  the  SBC's  structure  after 
its  reorganization  in  1997. 
Wilson  also  reported  that  since 


the  SBC  "became  intentional" 
about  planting  black  churches 
in  1989,  it  has  planted  more 
than  1,700.  These  churches, 
which  have  a  20-to-l  baptismal 
ratio,  are  among  the  fastest- 
growing  in  the  convention. 

"You  can  be  very  instrumen¬ 
tal  in  helping  the  SBC  be  what 
it  needs  to  be  and  do  what  it 
needs  to  do,"  Wilson  said. 

Tuesday  night's  program 
included  presentations  by 
Leroy  Fountain  of  the  Annuity 
Board,  who  addressed  stu¬ 
dents  about  financial  security 
in  their  ministry;  Jay  Wells  of 
LifeWay  Christian  Resources, 
who  spoke  on  the  benefits  of 
the  small-group  experience 
and  the  LifeWay  resources 
available  to  ministers;  Ken 
Ellis  of  NAMB,  who  urged  stu¬ 
dents  to  join  the  chaplaincy; 
Deborah  Berry  of  WMU,  who 
informed  students  about  the 
Sisters  Who  Care  program  and 
other  programs  offered  by  the 
WMU;  representatives  Larry 
Black  and  James  Jenkins  from 
the  Louisiana  Baptist 
Convention,  who  informed 
students  of  present  needs  in 
the  state;  and  Weathersby,  who 
reviewed  church-planting 
opportunities  through  the 


Nehemiah  Project. 

Clarence  Landry,  NOBTS 
student  and  pastor  of  His 


Sanctuary  Ministries  Southern 
Baptist  Mission,  said  the  con¬ 
ference  enlightened  him  to 
ministry  opportunities  about 
which  he  never  would  have 
known  otherwise.  After  the 
conference,  he  said  he  would 
be  directing  his  studies  toward 
the  master  of  divinity  degree  in 
church  planting. 

"I  didn't  even  know  the  SBC 
had  African  American  leaders 
at  the  national  level,"  Landry 
said.  "That  was  very  encourag¬ 
ing  to  me. 

"The  need  for  planting 
churches  is  unbelievable,  ana 
the  SBC  has  the  vehicle  to  do  it. 
They  have  the  support,  retire¬ 
ment  —  all  the  things  that 
would  make  it  attractive.  ..With 
the  SBC  you  could  really  reach 
the  world." 

Weathersby  said  the  confer¬ 
ence  will  not  be  an  isolated 
event,  voicing  hope  for  another 
like  it  next  year.  He  said  the 
conference  springs  not  only 
from  a  passion  for  students  of 
all  color,  but  from  his  passion 
to  see  churches  planted  in 
North  America. 

"There  is  a  need  for  church 
planters  nationally  from  all 
ethnic  groups,"  Weathersby 
said.  "We  just  want  to  hook 
up  those  across  the  country 
who  know  with  those  who 
may  not  know." 
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